Supplementary figure 1: PRISMA diagram for study flow

Records identified through database search (n=3134)



Identification


Duplicates removed 
(n=62)



Records excluded: (n=2904)
· Not human (n=21)
· Not relevant population (n=709)
· Not relevant intervention (n=371)
· Not relevant comparator (n=193)
· Not relevant outcome (n=180)
· Not relevant study design (n=1374)
· Duplicate (n=56)



Screening
Records screened 
(n=3072)






Full-text articles excluded: (n=160)
· Not relevant population (n=2)
· Not relevant intervention (n=12)
· Not relevant comparator (n=32)
· Not relevant outcome (n=82)
· Not relevant study design (n=28)
· Duplicate (n=3)
· Not available (n=1)
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Full-text articles assessed for eligibility 
(n=168) 






Studies included in the network meta-analysis
6 RCTs (8 publications)
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[bookmark: _Toc529371862]Supplementary table 1: Search strategy for Medline and Embase (via Ovid; The search was run on 18th May 2018 and updated on 4th October 2018)
	Query
	Searches
	Results

	1
	macular degeneration/
	15298

	2
	macular degeneration$.mp.
	47769

	3
	age related macular degeneration/
	19714

	4
	(age-related macular degeneration$ or age related macular degeneration$).mp. [mp=ti, ab, hw, tn, ot, dm, mf, dv, kw, fx, dq, nm, kf, px, rx, ui, sy]
	36264

	5
	(age-related maculopath$ or age related maculopath$).mp.
	1776

	6
	macular dystroph$.mp.
	2986

	7
	('macular degeneration' or 'macular degenerations' or 'macular dystrophy' or 'macular dystrophies' or 'macular atrophy' or 'macular atrophies' or 'atrophia maculae luteae' or 'bilateral macular degeneration' or 'degeneratio maculae luteae retinae' or 'disciform macular degeneration' or 'heredomacular degeneration').mp.
	49880

	8
	retinal degeneration/ or exp macular degeneration/
	47046

	9
	Retinal Neovascularization/
	4811

	10
	Choroidal Neovascularization/
	8197

	11
	exp Macula Lutea/
	22250

	12
	maculopath$.ti,ab,kw.
	9034

	13
	((macula$ or retina$ or sub-retina$ or choroid$) adj3 (degener$ or neovascula$ or neo-vascula$)).ti,ab,kw.
	72587

	14
	(macula$ adj3 lutea).ti,ab,kw.
	445

	15
	(AMD or wAMD or GAMD or ARMD or wARMD or CNV or mCNV or nAMD).ti,ab,kw.
	43800

	16
	1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 or 15
	137157

	17
	aflibercept/
	4353

	18
	aflibercept.mp.
	5981

	19
	(VEGF Trap - regeneron or VEGF Trap-Eye or VEGF-Trap).mp.
	780

	20
	("AVE 005" or AVE005 or AVE-005).mp.
	12

	21
	ZIV-aflibercept.mp.
	256

	22
	Zaltrap.mp.
	227

	23
	eylea.mp.
	689

	24
	17 or 18 or 19 or 20 or 21 or 22 or 23
	6306

	25
	ranibizumab/
	10608

	26
	ranibizumab.mp.
	11982

	27
	RhuFab V2.mp.
	14

	28
	Lucentis.mp.
	2892

	29
	25 or 26 or 27 or 28
	12022

	30
	brolucizumab/
	24

	31
	brolucizumab.mp.
	35

	32
	(RTH258 or ESBA1008 or DIX1008).mp.
	10

	33
	30 or 31 or 32
	38

	34
	24 or 29 or 33
	15764

	35
	Randomized controlled trials as Topic/
	201384

	36
	Randomized controlled trial/
	964712

	37
	Random allocation/
	169377

	38
	Double blind method/
	273075

	39
	Single blind method/
	55216

	40
	Clinical trial/
	1479664

	41
	exp Clinical Trials as Topic/
	582296

	42
	clinical trial/ or clinical trial, phase i/ or clinical trial, phase ii/ or clinical trial, phase iii/ or clinical trial, phase iv/ or multicenter study/
	1770906

	43
	or/35-42
	2791754

	44
	randomized controlled trial.pt.
	461940

	45
	controlled clinical trial.pt.
	92429

	46
	random allocation.sh.
	94455

	47
	double blind method.sh.
	146089

	48
	single blind method.sh.
	25226

	49
	(clin$ adj25 trial$).tw.
	926946

	50
	((singl$ or doubl$ or tripl$ or trebl$) adj25 (blind$ or mask$ or dummy$)).tw.
	386746

	51
	Placebos/
	302789

	52
	Placebo$.tw.
	469643

	53
	placebos.sh.
	33939

	54
	Random$.tw.
	2281115

	55
	or/44-54
	3364325

	56
	43 or 55
	4513569

	57
	Case report.tw.
	634270

	58
	Letter/
	1957617

	59
	Historical article/
	344978

	60
	57 or 58 or 59
	2916431

	61
	56 not 60
	4427358

	62
	16 and 34 and 61
	2954

	63
	remove duplicates from 62
	2362


[bookmark: _Toc529371863]Supplementary table 2: Search strategy for the Cochrane library (via Wiley Interscience; The search was run on 18th May 2018 and updated on 4th October 2018)
	ID
	Search
	Hits

	#1
	MeSH descriptor: [Macular Degeneration] explode all trees
	1684

	#2
	macular degeneration$:ti,ab,kw 
	2160

	#3
	MeSH descriptor: [Macular Degeneration] explode all trees
	1684

	#4
	(age-related macular degeneration$ or age related macular degeneration$):ti,ab,kw 
	1903

	#5
	age-related maculopath* or age related maculopath*:ti,ab,kw 
	115

	#6
	macular dystroph*:ti,ab,kw 
	31

	#7
	('macular degeneration' or 'macular degenerations' or 'macular dystrophy' or 'macular dystrophies' or 'macular atrophy' or 'macular atrophies' or 'atrophia maculae luteae' or 'bilateral macular degeneration' or 'degeneratio maculae luteae retinae' or 'disciform macular degeneration' or 'heredomacular degeneration'):ti,ab,kw 
	2206

	#8
	MeSH descriptor: [Retinal Degeneration] explode all trees
	1773

	#9
	MeSH descriptor: [Retinal Neovascularization] explode all trees
	75

	#10
	MeSH descriptor: [Choroidal Neovascularization] explode all trees
	315

	#11
	MeSH descriptor: [Macula Lutea] explode all trees
	392

	#12
	maculopath*:ti,ab,kw 
	301

	#13
	((macula* or retina* or sub-retina* or choroid*) next/3 (degener* or neovascula* or neo-vascula*)) 
	2671

	#14
	(macula* next/3 lutea):ti,ab,kw 
	460

	#15
	(AMD or wAMD or GAMD or ARMD or wARMD or CNV or mCNV or nAMD):ti,ab,kw 
	1899

	#16
	#1 or #2 or #3 or #4 or #5 or #6 or #7 or #8 or #9 or #10 or #11 or #12 or #13 or #14 or #15 
	4335

	#17
	aflibercept:ti,ab,kw 
	360

	#18
	(VEGF Trap-Eye) or (VEGF-Trap) 
	60

	#19
	AVE 005 or AVE005 or AVE-005 
	1

	#20
	ZIV-aflibercept 
	23

	#21
	Zaltrap 
	8

	#22
	eylea 
	26

	#23
	#17 or #18 or #19 or #20 or #21 or #22 
	395

	#24
	MeSH descriptor: [Ranibizumab] explode all trees
	374

	#25
	ranibizumab 
	1083

	#26
	RhuFab V2 
	9

	#27
	Lucentis 
	112

	#28
	#24 or #25 or #26 or #27 
	1093

	#29
	brolucizumab 
	7

	#30
	RTH258 or ESBA1008 or DIX1008 
	4

	#31
	#29 or #30 
	8

	#32
	#23 or #28 or #31 
	1347

	#33
	#16 and #32 in Trials
	772





