
Interview guide 
 

Topic Guiding questions Possible follow-ups/prompts 

Introduction The researcher introduces 
her- or himself, informs 
about the overall research 
project, the structure and 
length of the interview, how 
the recording will be stored 
and used, and confidentiality 
measures. Informed consent 
is obtained by signing the 
consent form. 

 

Initial “warm-up” 
question(s) to establish 
rapport 

Could you tell me a little 
about yourself and how you 
became involved with 
[community/organisation’s 
name]? 

  

 Can you tell me about Jewish 
life in [this country] today?  

- What would you say are the most 
important concerns or worries for the 
Jewish community in [this country] 
these days? 

Perceptions and 
experiences of antisemitism 
in [country] in general 

Could you tell me about how 
Jews view antisemitism in 
your country today? 

- How much of a concern is 
antisemitism in the Jewish community? 

(different views 
generation/education/regional/political 
leanings?) 

- does antisemitism affect everyday life 
for Jews? 

- How do Jews feel about how the 
authorities deal with antisemitism? (Do 
you feel the same way?) 

- How is the issue of antisemitism dealt 
with in the media and the public debate? 

 

Changes and developments, 
1990-2020 

Can you tell me about what 
antisemitism was like in the 
1990s? 

- Did Jews perceive antisemitism 
differently back then? 

- Was it seen as more or less of a serious 
problem? (Why?) 



 Would you say the impact of 
antisemitism on Jews in this 
country has changed in the 
past 20 years?  

- Did it become more concerning, or less 
so, or stay the same?  

- Are there any particular turning points? 

- Are there any political movements that 
you think had a particular influence on 
antisemitism? 

- Would you say that relations between 
the Jewish community and other faiths 
have affected the levels of antisemitism? 

- Do you think media coverage has 
influenced antisemitism in your 
country? 

- Has the conflict in the Middle East had 
an impact on antisemitism in your 
country? 

Closing questions Are there any other concerns 
you'd like to tell me about 
that we haven't talked about? 

 

 How do you view the future 
for Jews in your country? 

 

 Thank the informant for 
taking the time to participate 
and contributing to building 
knowledge about this 
important issue. Would it be 
OK if we contact you again 
at a later stage, in case we 
have some follow-up 
questions?  

Are there other people you 
think we should talk to about 
this issue, who might have 
useful perspectives? 

 

 


