Table S2
List of adult known-age human osteological reference collections with substantial fractions of individuals buried in the 19th century or earlier (Ubelaker 2014 plus two additional series).

	Name
	Number of skeletons
	Time span
	Source of information
	selected references

	St. Bride’s Church (London, England)
	244
	18th and 19th century
	coffin plates document age and sex of individuals
	Gapert
et al. 2009.


	St. Thomas Anglican Church (Belleville,
Ontario)
	80 identified (576)
	19th century (burials 1821-1874)
	St. Thomas’ nineteenth century cemetery, coffin plates and church burial records

	Saunders et al. 1992

	Spitalfriedhof St. Johann 
(Basel, Switzerland)
	220
	cemetery in use from 1845 to 1865.
	Known Age Collection from the Spitalfriedhof St. Johann cemetery associated with the Bürgerspital Hospital of Basel, identified by hospital and cemetery records (urban population)
	Griffin et al. 2009

	Coimbra Identified Skeletal Collection (Coimbra, Portugal)
	505
	dates of birth and death from 1826–1922 to 1904–1938
	Excavated from the largest cemetery in Coimbra (Cemiterio da Conchada). The individuals are mainly of Portuguese descent and aged from 7 to 96. Cemetery records are available with name, sex, age, place of birth and death, date and cause of death, occupation, marital status, and parents’ names.
	Santos & Roberts 2001; Coqueugniot & Weaver 2007

	Coimbra International Exchange Skull
Collection (Coimbra, Portugal)
	1,075 crania
	19th and 20th century
	Both sexes are represented evenly in the collection, and the individuals are mainly Portuguese. All are identified from the cemetery records with information such as age, sex, place of birth and death, year and cause of death, and occupation.
	Wasterlain &
Dias 2009; Wasterlain et al. 2011

	Coimbra Medical School Skull Collection
(Escolas Médicas I) Coimbra, Portugal
	585 crania
	Birth year and death year
(between 1802–1890 and 1895–1903
	The skulls were collected from medical schools in Lisbon, Coimbra, and Oporto between 1895 and 1903. There are 585 complete crania (366 male, 219 female) belonging to individuals born in Portugal or the Madeira archipelago. Birth year and death year are documented as well as sex, age, and place of birth. The collection is mainly adult; only 2.9 % (17) individuals were below 20 years at death.
	Cunha & Wasterlain 2007

	Museo Nazionale di Antropologia ed Etnologia di Firenze Skull Collection
	Approx. 200
	Years of death at the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th centuries.
	Skull Collection, the deceased are from three Italian cities (Siracusa, Catania and Firenze), Hospital dissections and local cemeteries are the sources for the skeletal material, and age at death is known from the registry office
	Frederic et al. 2006; Rinaldi et al. 2006

	Universidad de Complutense Collection (Madrid, Spain)
	133
	Birth years range from 1880 to 1945
	116 of whose name, birth date, death date, and cause of death are known. These data were gathered from the records of the South Cemetery of Madrid, from which these individuals were exhumed in 1991
	Trancho et al. 1997

	The Spitalfields Coffin Plate
Collection
(London, England)
	Over 900
(387 known identity)
	buried between
1729 and 1859 and excavated in the 1980s.

	387 of whose identity is known from legible coffin plates. They were buried in the crypt at Christ Church Spitalfields, name, age, and date of death are all available from the coffin plates, and additional information drawn from the historical record includes place and date of birth, nationality, place of residence, and occupation.

	Cox 1989

	SIMON Identified Skeletal Collection*
(Geneva, Switzerland)
	495
	last quarter of the 19th and the first half of the 20th century (70% of the individuals being born between 1870 and 1910. Their death years range from 1900 to 1960.)
	Individuals whose identity is known through tombstones and official death registers; from modern decommissioned cemeteries of rural communities in the canton of Vaud, western Switzerland
	Indra, 2021; Gemmerich 1999

	Oloriz Collection (Madrid, Spain)
	Nearly 2,000
	1884–1898
	This collection was assembled from cadavers in the latter half of the nineteenth century (1884–1898) (Oloriz 1899; Ubelaker et al. 2009) by Federico Oloriz Aguilera and is now located in the Faculty of Medicine in the Complutense Universitaria in Madrid. The collection consists of nearly 2,000 crania of known sex, age at death, and regional origin.
	Ubelaker et al. 2009

	Frasetto Collection**
	>200
	Exhumed around 1900
	Sardinian cemetery
	Gualdi-Russo & Russo 1995

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Institute of Normal Human Anatomy Collection (Siena, Italy)
	Several hundreds
	
	This craniological collection at the University of Siena is composed of several hundred skulls amassed between approximately 1881 and 1932. Consisting of the inhabitants of Siena and its outskirts, the majority of the skulls are of known age, sex, and state of health (Guidotti et al. 1986; Brasili-Gualandi & Gualdi-Russo 1989).
	



* Indra (2021)
**Usher (2002)
