Table S1: radiocarbon data of Liziwei site
	Site #
	Lab #
	Grid
	Layer
	Section
	Cultural phase/Feature
	cal BP
	Conventional Radiocarbon Age

	LTW2010-13
	Beta-349100
	T1P48
	L15
	c
	Niaosong, upper
	1290-1220, 1210-1180
	1310 +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-49
	Beta-383633
	T2P43
	L21
	b
	Niaosong, upper
	1310-1275
	1370 +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-09
	Beta-349096
	T1P34
	L22
	c
	Niaosong, upper
	1310-1270
	1370 +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-03
	Beta-349090
	T1P29
	L21
	b
	Niaosong, upper
	1550-1410
	1600  +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-04
	Beta-349091
	T1P29
	L24
	b
	Nisaosong, middle
	1690-1650, 1630-1530
	1690  +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-14
	Beta-349101
	T1P48
	L19
	b
	Nisaosong, middle
	1540-1400
	1580 +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-50
	Beta-383634
	T2P43
	L25
	c
	Nisaosong, middle
	1285-1175
	1280 +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-34
	Beta-349121
	T2P45
	L32
	e
	Niaosong, bottom
	1570-1510, 1500-1490, 1470-1420
	1630 +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-36
	Beta-350264
	T1P19
	L26
	F1
	Niaosong, bottom
	1730-1600, 1580-1570
	1760 +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-05
	Beta-349092
	T1P29
	L27
	b
	Niaosong, bottom
	1860-1850, 1830-1700
	1830 +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-15
	Beta-349102
	T1P48
	L22
	b
	Niaosong, bottom
	1710-1560
	1730 +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-51
	Beta-383635
	T2P43
	L28
	c
	Niaosong, bottom
	1820-1690, 1670-1625
	1800 +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-18
	Beta-349105
	T1P47
	L23
	F4
	Nisaosong, Feature F4, upper
	1410-1330
	1500 +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-10
	Beta-349097
	T1P34
	L26
	c
	Nisaosong, Feature F4, upper
	1540-1410
	1590  +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-06
	Beta-349093
	T1P29
	L29
	e
	Nisaosong, Feature F4, upper
	1890-1770, 1760-1740
	1890 +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-16
	Beta-349103
	T1P48
	L24
	b
	Nisaosong, Feature F4, upper
	1690-1650, 1630-1530
	1690 +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-11
	Beta-349098
	T1P34
	L29
	c
	Nisaosong, Feature F4, bottom
	1880-1730
	1880  +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-19
	Beta-349106
	T1P47
	L26
	F4
	Nisaosong, Feature F4, bottom
	1540-1410
	1590 +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-17
	Beta-349104
	T1P48
	L27
	b
	Nisaosong, Feature F4, bottom
	1730-1600, 1580-1570
	1760 +/- 30BP

	LTW2010-26
	Beta-349113
	T1P72
	L20
	c
	Nisaosong, Feature F4, bottom
	1820-1700
	1820 +/- 30BP







Table S2: A Comparative summary of chronology, cultural phases, glass styles, chemical groups, pottery styles and burial practices across Liziwei, Daoye, Daoye South and Wujiancuo. The data of Liziwei is from Chen (2014), while Daoye, Daoye South and Wujiancuo are from Tsang and Li (2009, 2010); Tsang et al. (2016); Wang et al. (2023)

	Site
	Liziwei
	Daoye
	Doaye South
	Wujiancuo

	Date
	1st - 8th c. CE
	1st - 6th c. CE
	4th - 8th c. CE
	5th - 8th c. CE

	Cultural sub-phase
	Anzi - Niaosong
	Anzi
	Niaosong
	Niaosong

	Excavated areas
	2800 m2
	2420 m2
	15596 m2 
	1935 m2

	Glass ornament styles and chemical groups
	1. 1728 glass beads, mostly from burials.
2. Bead colour: Blue (primary), green (secondary), yellow, orange, dark blue, red; opaque or translucent.
3. Drawn beads dominate.
4. Bangles/earrings: Light blue, green, light green, blue; all translucent, with a circular or house-shaped cross-section.
5. m-Na-Al 1, m-Na-Al low Al low Ca, v-Na-Ca major, v-Na-Ca high Li, m-K-Al.
	1. 62 glass beads, mostly from non-burial contexts.
2. Bead colour: Blue (primary), green (primary), yellow, red, black; mostly opaque.
3. Drawn beads dominate.
4. Bangle/earrings: Blue, green, dark blue; all translucent, with a circular, semi-circular or house-shaped cross-section.
5. m-Na-Al 1, m-Na-Al low Al low Ca, v-Na-Ca major, v-Na-Ca high Cr, potash.
	1. 1369 glass beads, mostly from burials. 
2. Bead colour: Blue (primary), green (secondary), red, orange, yellow, dark blue, black blue, aqua; opaque or translucent.
3. Drawn beads dominate.
4. Bangles/earrings: Blue; opaque, with a house-shaped cross-section.
5. m-Na-Al 1, m-Na-Al low Al low Ca, v-Na-Ca major, v-Na-Ca high Cr, v-Na-Ca high Li, potash, HIMT.
	1. 39 glass beads, mostly from non-burial contexts. 
2. Bead colour: Blue (primary), green, yellow, red; opaque or translucent.
3. Drawn beads dominate. 
4. m-Na-Al 1, v-Na-Ca major.

	Burial
	1. 39 individuals. 
2. Extended supine, toward north.
3. Burials are distributed in clusters.
4. Burials are poorly preserved, with only about one-third of the identifiable burial areas showing possible potsherds placed beneath what appears to be the head or torso.
	1. 31 individuals. 
2. Extended supine, toward north.
3. Burials are distributed in clusters.
4. Burials with potsherds dominated the practice. Potsherds are placed from the torso to the lower limbs, with a wider area covered below the lower body.
	1. 396 individuals.
2. Extended supine, toward north.
3. Burials are distributed in clusters.
4. Most burials lack evidence of potsherds beneath the body, though there are occasional cases of potsherds over the face or under limbs, with limited coverage.
	1. 88 individuals.  
2. Extended supine, toward north.
3. Burials are distributed in clusters.
4. Most burials do not show evidence of potsherds being placed beneath the body.

	Grave goods
	Glass beads, pottery jars, clay bangles, clay beads, clay spindle whorls, lithic tools, metal objects.
	Glass beads, glass bangles, pottery jars, clay bangles, clay beads, lithic tools, metal objects.
	Glass beads, pottery jars, clay bangles, clay beads, clay spindle whorls, lithic tools, metal objects, bone artefacts.
	Glass beads, pottery jars, clay bangles, metal objects, bone artefacts.

	Pottery types and styles
	1.Red pottery, sand-tempered (primary) or fine pottery.
2. Jar (primary), bowl, basin, dish, steamer, lid, support stand leg, bird-headed shaped object, bangle, bead, spindle whorl, sinker.
3. Jars with globular shape, lugs and flat bottom are common. Jars occasionally have an oval-shaped and rounded base, with no ring-foot and lugs
	1.Red pottery, fine (primary) or sand-tempered pottery.
2. Jar (primary), lid, bird-headed shaped object, bangle, bead, spindle whorl
3. Jars typically have an oval-shaped and rounded base, with no ring-foot, handles and lugs.
	1. Red pottery, sand-tempered (primary) or fine pottery.
2. Jar (primary), bowl, basin, steamer, lid, support stand leg, bird-headed shaped object, bangle, bead, spindle whorl, sinker.
3. Jars commonly have a globular shape, with a set of four lugs surrounding the belly, and the flat bottom was more common than the rounded bottom.
	1. Red pottery, sand-tempered (primary) or fine pottery.
2. Jar (primary), bowl, basin, vase, steamer, lid, bird-headed shaped object, bangle, spindle whorl, sinker.
3. Jars commonly have a globular shape, with a set of four lugs surrounding the belly, and the flat bottom was more common than the rounded bottom.
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