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Appendix 2. Subject positions and articles reviewed
	Subject Position
	Sub-categories
	Articles reviewed

	1. Neoliberal
(N=48: N=12 Chinese-language + N=36 English-language)
	A. Cash cows
B. Embedded in global neoliberal machinery, contributing to reproducing global inequalities, but also as victims
C. Individualised without individuality vis-a-vis the Chinese state; responsibilised for own successes or failures, instrumentalised as means for achieving China’s modernisation; enterprising, calculating, striving
D. ‘Side effect’: suffering from mental health issues 
	Chen & Ross, 2015; Ding, 2016; Ding & Devine, 2017; Fang & Fine, 2020; Fox, 2016; Gao, 2016; Ross & Chen, 2015; Cao, Meng, & Shang, 2018; Chen [陈], 2015; Chen, Akpanudo, & Hasler, 2020; Chen, You, & Chen, 2018; Choy & Alon, 2019; Croucher et al., 2019; Jang & Choi, 2020; Jiang [姜] & Jiang [蒋], 2017; Jin [金], 2015; Kim & Yoo, 2016; Kuang [旷] & Qi [戚], 2016; Lee, 2017; Lertora & Sullivan, 2019; Lian & Wallace, 2020; Linghu [令狐], 2019; Louie & Qin, 2019; Ma, Heywood, & MacIntyre, 2020; McCrohon & Nyland, 2018; Su & Harrison, 2016, p. 907; Sun et al., 2020; Tao [陶] & Liu [刘], 2016; Tu [屠] & He [何], 2020; Tu & Nehring, 2019; Tu & Xie, 2020; Wu [吴] & Huang [黄], 2017; Wu, 2020; Wu & Tarc, 2019; Wu, 2020b; Xiao [肖], 2015; Xu, 2021; Xu and Montgomery, 2019; Xu, O'Brien, & Chen, 2020; Yao, 2016a, 2016b; Ye [叶] & Wang [王], 2018; Yu, 2019; Zhai [翟] & Gao [高], 2018; Zhang [张], 2018; Zhang & Beck, 2017; Zhang [章] & Hu [胡], 2019; Zheng & West-Olatunji, 2016

	2. Political
(N=52: N=39 Chinese-language + N=13 English-language)
	A. Instruments of states (both Chinese and foreign)
A1: strategic human capital for China’s modernisation
A2: cultural ambassadors or people-to-people diplomats
A3: potential spies and political/diplomatic sacrifices
B. Ethno-national 
C. Ideological
C1: Ideological mediators
C2: negotiating what democracy means and how it works
C3: malleable but also suspicious
	Bislev, 2017; Carnine, 2016; Chen [陈], 2018; Chen [陈], 2018, 2019; Chen [陈], 2015; Cheng & Merrick, 2017; Chu [楚] & Zhang [张], 2020; Cui [崔], 2018; Fan & Maliborska, 2019; Fong, 2019; Fu [付], 2018; Gan [干] & Liu [刘], 2016; Gao [高], 2017; Hail, 2015; Hao [郝], 2016; Heng, 2017; Hu [胡], 2016; Hu [胡], 2015; Hu [胡], 2018; Jin [金], 2015; Jing [荆], 2015; Lai, 2015; Li [李], 2016; Li [李] & Sun [孙], 2019; Li, 2016; Li & Pitkänen, 2018; Lin [林], 2016, 2017a, 2017b; Linghu [令狐], 2019; Liu [刘] & Yu [余], 2015; Liu [柳], 2016; Maeder-Qian, 2017; Ren [任] & Liang [梁], 2020; Song, 2019; Wang [王] & Ding [丁], 2020; Wang [王] & Zhang [张], 2018; Wang [王], 2016; Wang [王], 2020; Wu [吴] & Huang [黄], 2017; X. Wu & Tarc, 2019; Xu [徐], 2020; Ye [叶] & Wang [王], 2018; Yuan[元] & Yue [岳], 2015; Zhang [张], 2018; Zhang [张], 2019; Zhang, 2016; Zhang, 2018; Zhao, 2019; Zuo [左], 2016

	3. Pedagogic
(N=38: N=4 Chinese-language; N=34 English-language)
	A. Deficient, incompetent, reticent, lacking critical thinking
B. Knowledgeable educators
C. Agentic, methodical, resourceful, innovative
	Chen & Ross, 2015; Fox, 2016; Jensen, 2015; Heng, 2017, 2019; Zhang & Beck, 2017; Liu, 2016; Liu & Vogel, 2016; Ma, 2017, 2020; Zhang & Jung, 2017; Zhao [赵] & Li [李], 2019; Chen [陈], 2018; Chen, 2019; Dai & Hardy, 2020; De Costa, Tigchelaar, & Cui, 2016; Fan & Maliborska, 2019; Fu, Machado, & Weng, 2018; Gao, Okoror, & Hyner, 2016; Hu [胡], 2016; Hu, van Veen, & Corda, 2016; Kim & Kim, 2019; Lee, 2018; Li & Pitkänen, 2018; Lin & Roy, 2019; McCrohon & Nyland, 2018; Qi [齐], 2017; Sato, Burge-Hall, & Matsumoto, 2020; Scally & Jiang, 2019; Valdez, 2015; Wang, 2017; Weng, 2020; Will, 2017; Wu, 2020a, 2020b; Xu, 2021; Xu, Sit, & Chen, 2020; Zhang & Zhan, 2020; Zhu & Bresnahan, 2018a, 2018b.

	4. Racialised
(N=25: N=6 Chinese-language + N=19 English-language)
	A. Racialised
A1: Discrimination considered as racism, no further discussion
A2: Postcolonial critiques & in-depth depiction of racialised experiences 
B. Ethnically diverse within China
	Cang [苍] & Zheng [郑], 2016; Chen, 2019; Fang & Fine, 2020; Hao [郝], 2016; Hu, Xu & Tu, 2020; Kuang [旷] & Qi [戚], 2016; Lin [林], 2016; Lin [林] & Chen [陈], 2019; Louie & Qin, 2019; Lu, 2015; Lu et al., 2018; Meng, Li, & Zhu, 2019; Okura, 2019; Sude, Yuan, Chen, & Dervin, 2020; Suspitsyna & Shalka, 2019; Tsai & Wei, 2018; Valdez, 2015; Will, 2019; Wu, 2016; Xu, 2021; Yan, Cardinal, & Acock, 2015; Yao, 2018; Zhang-Wu, 2018; Zhang [张], 2016; Zhang & Jung, 2017; Zhu & Bresnahan, 2018a, 2018b



