[bookmark: _GoBack]Suppl. Table 1: Mean squares from two-way ANOVA (analysis of variance) of various growth, physiological, and biochemical attributes of maize hybrids (Hicorn-11 and P-1574) primed with Si and foliar applied with (NH4)2SO4 under well-watered and drought stress conditions. 
	SOV
	df
	Chla
	Chlb
	CAR
	RWC
	A
	E
	gs

	Drought (D)
	1
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001

	Maize hybrids (H)
	1
	<0.05
	0.279
	<0.001
	0.1638
	0.44
	0.66
	0.40

	Treatments (T)
	5
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001

	D x H
	1
	0.183
	0.334
	0.155
	<0.001
	0.80
	<0.01
	0.08

	D x T
	5
	<0.01
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.01
	<0.001
	0.18

	H x T
	5
	0.055
	0.793
	<0.01
	0.26
	0.50
	0.80
	0.57

	D x H x T
	5
	<0.05
	0.678
	0.203
	0.64
	0.98
	0.66
	0.35

	Error
	46
	0.00472
	0.00241
	39.9
	7.07
	0.296
	0.0662
	35.3

	CV
	10.31
	10.77
	3.48
	3.42
	15.27
	10.11
	15.83

	
	df
	Ci
	CAT
	GPX
	SOD
	N
	P
	K

	Drought (D)
	1
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001

	Maize hybrids (H)
	1
	<0.05
	0.212
	0.79
	0.271
	<0.05
	<0.05
	<0.001

	Treatments (T)
	5
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001

	D x H
	1
	<0.001
	0.151
	<0.001
	0.162
	0.331
	0.665
	0.903

	D x T
	5
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001
	0.734
	<0.01
	<0.001

	H x T
	5
	0.07
	0.814
	0.15
	0.685
	0.989
	0.999
	0.998

	D x H x T
	5
	0.405
	0.607
	0.46
	<0.05
	0.994
	0.996
	0.965

	Error
	46
	267
	136.354
	71.99
	23.5
	5.26
	2.526
	9.5

	CV
	8.96
	10.79
	16.22
	12.81
	5.65
	15.50
	3.84



SOV, source of variation; CV, coefficient of variation. Chla, chlorophyll a; Chlb, chlorophyll b; CAR, carotenoids, RWC, relative water content; A, photosynthetic rate; E, transpiration rate; gs, stomatal conductance; Ci, intercellular CO2 concentration, CAT, catalase; GPX, guaiacol peroxidase; SOD, superoxide dismutase; N, nitrogen; P, phosphorus, K, potassium
