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Table S1: Type or paste caption here. Create a page break and paste in the Table above the caption.
	Sample
	Size
> 5 mm
	Size
1–5 mm
	Size
total

	
	length [mm]
	SD
	width [mm]
	SD
	length [mm]
	SD
	width [mm]
	SD
	length [mm]
	SD
	width [mm]
	SD

	F_1.1_I
	16.06
	-
	2.16
	-
	4.35
	-
	1.22
	-
	10.21
	5.86
	1.69
	0.47

	F_1.1_II
	13.55
	5.38
	2.79
	1.81
	3.39
	0.24
	1.45
	0.08
	11.70
	6.24
	2.54
	1.72

	F_1.2-1
	18.68
	14.81
	4.48
	4.06
	5.78
	3.11
	1.88
	1.04
	15.24
	14.00
	3.79
	3.70

	F_1.2-2
	22.06
	8.94
	10.05
	0.96
	6.75
	2.05
	0.92
	0.29
	11.12
	8.58
	3.53
	4.16

	F_1.2-3
	14.83
	5.31
	3.00
	2.32
	4.02
	0.45
	3.64
	0.56
	9.43
	6.59
	3.32
	1.72

	F_1.3-1
	20.34
	11.84
	9.04
	9.22
	5.11
	-
	4.15
	-
	17.81
	12.21
	8.22
	8.61

	F_1.3-2
	9.46
	8.02
	8.19
	6.93
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9.46
	8.02
	8.19
	6.93

	F_1.4-1
	11.96
	9.25
	7.47
	6.82
	-
	-
	-
	-
	11.96
	9.25
	7.47
	6.82

	F_1.5-1
	61.12
	36.95
	18.13
	24.22
	7.42
	2.21
	2.28
	0.34
	52.73
	39.15
	15.66
	22.98

	P_1.6-11)
	35.79
	17.17
	20.81
	14.75
	-
	-
	-
	-
	35.79
	17.17
	20.81
	14.75

	P_1.6-21)
	23.93
	12.00
	9.22
	7.01
	15.34
	5.21
	2.93
	1.56
	23.47
	11.80
	8.91
	6.92

	F_1.6-1
	13.82
	9.72
	5.01
	4.55
	6.91
	2.37
	2.95
	0.97
	11.85
	8.88
	4.43
	3.99

	S_2.1-12)
	6.78
	3.69
	2.68
	1.63
	5.39
	2.24
	1.92
	1.13
	6.02
	3.07
	2.27
	1.43

	S_2.1-22)
	6.18
	3.00
	2.86
	1.64
	6.31
	2.48
	1.91
	1.01
	6.21
	2.87
	2.60
	1.55

	S_2.1-3
	16.50
	10.65
	8.47
	8.56
	6.08
	5.23
	2.10
	1.77
	10.82
	9.67
	5.00
	6.71

	S_2.2-1
	19.72
	9.17
	5.08
	4.55
	-
	-
	-
	-
	19.72
	9.17
	5.08
	4.55

	S_2.2-2
	47.87
	0.98
	0.53
	0.04
	-
	-
	-
	-
	47.87
	0.98
	0.53
	0.04

	S_2.3-1
	 -
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	
	
	
	

	F_3.1-1
	19.15
	10.39
	6.99
	5.70
	8.19
	3.45
	3.73
	2.72
	16.30
	10.30
	6.14
	5.29

	F_3.2-1
	30.65
	37.01
	16.79
	24.98
	1.66
	0.39
	1.19
	0.12
	26.50
	35.73
	14.56
	23.76

	P_3.3-1
	69.67
	80.93
	26.72
	35.71
	10.89
	6.75
	4.41
	1.93
	58.73
	76.57
	22.57
	33.38

	F_3.3-1
	12.41
	6.51
	4.41
	2.46
	10.30
	5.32
	3.92
	2.32
	11.23
	6.15
	4.11
	2.42

	P_3.4-1
	45.67
	36.72
	22.43
	27.29
	7.03
	3.22
	3.39
	2.59
	40.69
	36.66
	19.97
	36.66

	F_3.4-1
	17.07
	7.77
	7.96
	4.96
	6.24
	2.37
	2.74
	1.16
	14.22
	8.29
	6.58
	4.87

	F_3.5-1
	15.35
	8.82
	5.17
	3.76
	10.18
	4.15
	3.64
	1.31
	14.62
	8.52
	4.96
	3.56


1) The samples from P_1.6–1 and P_1.6–2 were from two different precompost batches, P1.6–1 was a sample before the fine sieving steps, and P_1.6–2 was a sample after the fine sieving step (12 mm mesh size). 2) The samples from S_2.1–1 and S_2.1–2 were taken from digestate pellets made from dried and pressed digestate. Samples printed in bold use biowaste as the substrate and the other cuttings.




[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]Figure S1: Average sizes (length x width) of particles recovered from individual samples (circles) as a function of the final sieving mesh size; the sizes of sampled precomposts (triangles) are given for comparison.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Figure S1 shows the size of the recovered particles (average length x average width) from individual compost samples (circles) as a function of the final sieving step. Data for the particles found in the available precomposts are given for comparison (triangles). To facilitate the direct comparison of the data for precomposts to that of the corresponding finished composts, the data points for finished composts are coded with a ring matching the color of the corresponding precompost data point where available. Samples from the agricultural biogas plants were not included since they were not sieved. Compost sample F-1.1_I-1 was also not included since the number of particles in this sample was too small for statistical consideration. Average values and standard deviations for the fragment sizes (length x width) are given in Table S1.
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