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       Research Consent Form

Dear _parent/participant_: 

This research project is managed by Dr. Mark Krekeler, Faculty at Miami University and data is collected by Dr. Krekeler or his technician Michelle Burke. This project is funded by the U.S. Army to develop remote sensing tools to find U.S. personnel in a wide range of operation environments and to characterize potential international events.
You are invited to participate in a research study of the way light is absorbed and reflected by human skin and hair in both the visible spectrum (visible color) and infrared (not-visible by the human eye) spectrum.  This data will be put into a software program that the U.S. Army will use to identify people in in normal, rescue and combat operations.  This will be the first such remote sensing system and has the potential to save lives and enable effective decisions in numerous scenarios.  You will be asked to complete a short questionnaire about your basic physical characteristics (e.g., diet, hair dye use) including ethnicity and if you are taking or not taking prescribed medications.  No identifying information will be collected (name, date of birth, etc.) so that any data collected cannot be linked to your identify. You will not be asked to include your name, date of birth, ID numbers on any of the questionnaires, thus your answers cannot be associated with you. Nonetheless, the questionnaires will be treated as confidential information, stored in a secure location for the duration of the project, accessed only by myself and my trained research assistants, and destroyed after the data has been analyzed.  
For this data collection, you will be placed on an examination table and spectra will be collected from the face, inner and outer regions of the forearm, the lower back, the stomach, the thigh and the top and bottom of the foot.  Photographs of these areas and your face will be obtained. Spectra will also be collected from the hair on the top and back of the head.  If you have long hair we would like to collect additional separate spectra.  Collecting spectra does not involve contact with the instrument but requires you to be reasonably motionless for approximately 10 to 30 seconds at a time.  Data collection will take approximately 15 minutes.  If you are uncomfortable at any point please notify the staff. You may withdraw from the study at any time.
Approximately 500 Miami University students and staff are expected to participate in this study. Your participation is voluntary and you may withdraw from the session at any time or decline to answer any questions that make you uncomfortable. If you leave the session before its end, you will receive full compensation. You will not be asked to do anything that exposes you to risks beyond those of everyday life. The benefit of the study, scientifically, is it will (1) help the U.S. Army identify its personnel using remote sensing techniques in normal, rescue and combat operations and (2) enable forensic investigation of events of violence or war crimes.  The generalized results may be presented at professional conferences or published in articles describing the results of the research.
If you have further questions about the study, please contact (Dr. Mark Krekeler) at (513-785-3106 / krekelmp@miamioh.edu). ? If you have questions about your rights as a research participant, please call the Office of Advancement of Research and Scholarship at 529-3600 or email: humansubjects@muohio.edu.

Thank you for your participation. We are very grateful for your help and hope that this will be an interesting session for you. You may keep this portion of the page.


Cut at the line, keep the top section and return the bottom section.

I agree to participate in the study of. I understand my participation is voluntary and that my name will not be associated with my responses. By signing below, I acknowledge that I am 18 years or older. 

Participant’s signature ___________________________________        Date: __________

