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Appendix S1. Frequencies of each descriptor under each sub-dimension

These bar charts show the distribution of descriptors for each sub-dimension in the fifteen cases
included in our purposive sample. In each bar chart, the horizontal axis reports the number of
cases recorded for each descriptor; the vertical axis reports the range of descriptors agreed for

each sub-dimension.

1.1 Class of forest size (ha)

<10
10-100
100-1000

1000-10.000
10.000-20.000
20.000-100.000
>100.000

2]
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I—
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1.3 Share of forest area over the total
community area

<25% 0

25-50%

1.5 Importance of forest in broader
landscape

not important I1

moderately important

important

1.2 Productivity of community forest

low

high

1.4 Changes in the forest in the last ten
years

quality unchanged
quality increased
quality decreased
area unchanged
area increased
area decreased
quality and area...
quality and area increased
quality and area decreased

o!!o!o!!o

1.6 Urban or rural character

urban

semi-rural

rural, remote

combination



Community characteristics in the selected cases

2.1 Community of place or of interest

place

material interest

immaterial interest

2.3 Legal structure of community

public body |ER
cooperative 0
2
1
1

1
1

association, consortium

company limited by...
charity, foundations
special status

shareholder company

HO!

other

2.5 Time of existence of community

< 30 years

30-100 years

100-300 years

> 300 years

2.2 Ease of community identification

no visible signs I1
some signs, records n
easy,clear boundaries,
10
records

difficult to answer I1

2.4 Classes of community size

< than 10 members
11-30 members
31-100 members
101-500 members
501-1.000 members
> 1.000 members

difficult to answer

2.6 Formal regulations on community
permanence

none

comm. can be dissolved

comm. cannot be
dissolved

difficult to answer [l

I



Community characteristics in the selected cases (continued)

2.7 Participation in decisions on
community functioning

decisions taken outside
community
decisions taken by
community delegates

decision taken by all .
members

2.9 Internal conflicts on community
functioning

occur, often or
sometime unsolved

occur, mostly solved

rare or absent

difficult to answer

2.11 Ease of identifying members of
community

not easy

definite membership
but poor records

definite membership
and clear records

2.8 Prevailing model of decision making

authoritarian

some procedures exist 0
democratic models
followed

democratic models
followed/monitored

2.10 Level of technical knowledge on
forest management

all decisions
delegated/subcontracted

some decisions
delegated/subcontracted

all decisions made by
community

2.12 Ways of acquiring membership

closed membership
semi-closed...

semi-open membership

open membership

not applicable

. I

difficult to answer



Community characteristics in the selected cases (continued)

2.13 Ways of losing membership

through change of
residence
defined by more
criteria, rules

complex and monitored

membership is never
lost

not applicable

2.15 Active engagement of the
community members

no attendance,
initiatives
low attendance,
minimal initiatives
medium attendance,
some initiatives

regular attendance,
initiatives

I

2.14 Sense of attachment to community



Relationship between community and its forest in the selected cases

3.1 Form of tenure

inf. manag. agreements
form. manag....

lease
owns but not alien....

owns with alien. rights

II |

other tenure models

3.3 Rights specific to community
members

acc, widt/expl

acc, width/expl,
manag
acc widt/expl, manag,
excl
acc, widt/expl, manag,
excl, alien

difficult to judge

3.5 Divisibility of rights

joint management but
real shares

joint virtual shares, co-
ownership

joint indivisible
ownership

not applicable

| I

3.2 Rights are connected to

indviduals

community forest group

families

land

other

I

3.4 How rights are transferred between
individuals

inheritance

purchase of shares 0

inheritance and/or
purchase

other

3.6 Importance of forest resource for the
community

not important
additional resource
key resource

symbolic

mixed importance



Relationship between community and its forest in the selected cases (continued)

3.7 General objectives of forest
management

conservation
income

local development
livelihood, heritage
income, heritage

conservation, heritage

income, conservation

3.9 Importance of forest livelihood

objectives
high
not applicable

3.11 Benefits to community
members

non timber forest...
firewood, other
firewood, timber,...
other non monetary...
money
firewood, money,...
firewood, money,...
money, other
no dividends

3.8 Importance of forest production
objectives

low

medium

high

not applicable

| I

3.10 Participation in decisions on forest
management

decisions taken outside
community

decisions taken by
community delegates

decisions taken by all
members

3.12 Business model

private profit making
business

no business/non profit

other forms



Relationship between community and its forest in the selected cases (continued)
3.13 Forest uses monitored by the CFG

not monitored

monitored by
community members

monitored by public
institutions



Relationship between community, forest and society in the selected cases

4.1 Representativeness of community in

statistics
unrepresented -
Indirectly or
represented
represented 0
4.3 Importance of community forests
public goods
none 0
low o0

medium H

difficult to answer n

4.5 Importance of CPR issues on
community forests

low

medium

high

4.2 Rights of society on forests

access and withdrawal B
exploitation
management
exclusion

alienation

o O o o o

difficult to answer

4.4 Scale of community forests public
goods

regional

national !

4.6 Additional legal constraints on
community forests

none
on forest management
on dividends

other

nlol



Relationship between community, forest and society in the selected cases (continued)

4.7 Support by public institutions to
community formation

none
low
medium

high

I °

4.8 Support by public institutions to
community functioning

4.9 Involvement of non-members in
decision making

none

informal

formal consultations
formal decision-making

difficult to answer

10





