[bookmark: _Hlk211425130]Supplementary Table S1: Comparison of waste segregation categories, dustbin colour codes and terminology used across India, Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia and Vietnam
	Jurisdiction
	Categories Scheme
	Category names & meanings 
	Colour coding 
	Policy/Rule (governing documents)

	India National (MoEFCC / MoHUA)
	3
	Wet/biodegradable: kitchen & garden organics. Dry / non-biodegradable, including recyclables: paper, plastics, metals, glass (clean & dry); some non-recyclables. Domestic Hazardous: CFLs/ tubelights, batteries, paints, medicines, sharps, etc.
	Green = Wet; Blue = Dry; Black/Red = Domestic Hazardous 
	Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016; India SBM-U Manual (MoHUA) 2016.1-4 


	Bengaluru (BBMP)
	3 (often operationalised as “2-bin-1-bag”)
	Wet; Dry; Domestic Hazardous/Sanitary (marked)
Detailed lists; sanitary waste wrapped/marked with a red cross; special handling for e-waste, CFLs, and batteries; “no plastic wrapping” for wet items; clean & dry for recyclables.
	Green = Wet; Blue/White bag = Dry; Red = Sanitary/Domestic Hazardous 
	BBMP Solid Waste Management Bye-Laws (2020); BBMP SWM programme implementation best practices, as incorporated in the NIUA compendium of SWM initiatives in urban India. 5,9

	Delhi (NCT)
	3
	Wet; Dry; Domestic Hazardous (plus separate storage directions for horticulture, C&D, sanitary); City rules require separate handling for sanitary, horticulture, C&D in addition to wet/dry; handover to authorised collectors.
	Green = Wet; Blue = Dry; Black = Domestic Hazardous (explicit in by-laws)
	Local Body DPCC compendium of SWM Bye-laws (e.g., Delhi Cantonment Board SWM Bye-Laws 2023). 6 


	Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)
	3
	Wet; Dry; Domestic Hazardous with Separate collection for C&D waste, such as building materials, debris, rubble, etc.; other instructions aligned to SWM Rules
	Green = Wet; Blue (Dry) (as per state/ULB best-practice guidance)
	Coimbatore City Municipal Corporation (ULB) SWM programme implementation document 7

	Jamshedpur (Jharkhand)
	3 (often operationalised as “2-bin-1-bag”)
	In addition to the dry/non-biodegradable, wet/Biodegradable waste, and domestic hazardous and sanitary waste collection system operated by the municipality, a separate monthly door-to-door e-waste collection service is provided by the designated e-waste management company.
	Green = Wet/Biodegradables, White bag = Non-Biodegradable, Red = Domestic Hazardous and sanitary waste (as per ULB best-practice guidance)
	The Jamshedpur Notified Area Committee (ULB) SWM programme implementation best practices, as incorporated in the 1) Joint NITI Aayog & Centre for Science and Environment Survey report, which details SWM best practices from 28 cities in India; and 2) NIUA compendium of SWM initiatives in urban India 8-9

	Thailand 
	4
	Organic: food/yard; Recyclable: paper, plastics, metals, glass; General: non-toxic residuals; Hazardous: batteries, bulbs, chemicals, sharps
	Green = Degradable/Organic waste (vegetables, fruits, food scraps, leaves).
Yellow = Recyclable waste (glass, paper, plastic, metal, aluminium).
Blue = non-biodegradable & non-toxic waste (general waste difficult to degrade, e.g., food wrappers, plastic bags).
Red = Hazardous waste (fluorescent lamps, batteries, insecticide spray cans, chemical containers). (used in govt/partner communications)
	Pollution Control Department (PCD), Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, under the Public Health Act B.E. 2535 and Municipal Waste Management Manual (PCD, 2004); reaffirmed by the Thailand Roadmap on Waste Management (2014), National 3Rs Strategy (3R Act), Public Cleanliness and Orderliness Act (PCOA), 1992 (For Household waste management) & Public Health Act, 1992 (For Sanitation and disposal of solid waste)
(original Thai-language documents, summarised in English by Boonsema, 2024, IGES - National Integrated Waste Management Policy. (2012) & UN ESCAP 10-13. 


	Philippines
	4
	Compostable: Biodegradable organic waste such as food, garden trimmings, etc. 
Recyclable: Materials that can be reused or reprocessed, such as paper, plastic, glass, and metals. 
Non-recyclable/Residual: Waste that cannot be reused or recycled, such as contaminated plastics, wrappers, and ceramics. 
Special Waste: Household hazardous waste, including batteries, bulbs, chemicals, and bulky trash.

	The IRR (DENR-EMB/NSWMC) does not prescribe uniform national colour codes, but many Local Government Units (LGUs) adopt local schemes, e.g., Green = Biodegradable/ Compostable; Yellow = Recyclable; Blue = Residual; Red = Special/ Hazardous (e.g., Metro Manila and Quezon City IEC materials).
	Republic Act 9003 (Ecological Solid Waste Management Act, 2000) and Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) issued by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources- Environmental Management Bureau (DENR-EMB) and the National Solid Waste Management Commission (NSWMC) 14-15,-18  

	Vietnam
	3 
	Reusable & Recyclable Waste: paper, plastics, metals, glass, and reusable materials.
Food/Organic Waste: leftover food, vegetables, fruit peels, and other biodegradable materials.
Other Domestic Waste: non-recyclable, non-hazardous household waste; bulky waste and household hazardous waste (HHW) to be managed per specific regulation.
	Colour codes are not fixed nationally; local authorities can stipulate (per Decree 45/2022).
	Law on Environmental Protection (No. 72/2020/QH14) and Decree No. 45/2022/NĐ-CP on solid waste management (Articles 74–77). 16,18.    

	Indonesia
	3 (nationally encouraged; municipal adaptation allowed)
	Organic (Organik): food and garden waste.
Inorganic (Anorganik): recyclables (plastic, paper, metal, glass).
Hazardous (B3): household hazardous waste (batteries, bulbs, chemicals, medical sharps).
	Colour codes vary by municipality (no single national colour mandate)
	Law No. 18/2008 on Waste Management; Government Regulation (PP) No. 81/2012 on Household and Household-like Waste Management; and Presidential Regulation No. 97/2017 (Jakstranas). 17-18   



Legend: “Categories Scheme” = number of streams expected at source. Colour codes are only shown where explicitly specified by an official source (some countries leave colours to local bodies). C&D Waste: Construction and Demolition Wastes 
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