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A multi-pronged approach to improve blood culture diagnostics in different clinical departments: a single-centre experience.
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Blood culture diagnostics — Pocket card

When?

~ Fever of unclear origin or hypothermia
- Shivering
— Suspected severe local infection (e.g. meningitis, endocarditis)
- Suspected systemic infection

- Septic shock

o Increased heart rate, respiratory rate

o Lowered or raised blood pressure
Follow-up in case of proven bacteraemia/candidemia

How?

- 2to3 blood culture sets from different puncture sites
~ Disinfect skin and bottle septum
- Allow disinfectant to act for at least
30 seconds!
- Note the specific filling quantity
of the bottles (see reverse side)
- Mind the inoculation order
o Inoculation via syringe:
1. anaerobic 2. aerobic
o Inoculation via BD Vacutainer®:
1. aerobic 2. anaerobic

What should be considered?

- Documentation of patient information, date, time, puncture site

~ Transport to the laboratory within 1 hour (Microbiology 7-17 h,
Pneumatic tube no.: 23912, Central laboratory 17-7 h, Pneumatic
tube no.: 23014)

Which blood culture bottle for which purpose?

Indication  Blood Colour

volume  coding

o
2 epBACTEC AE("’I’“
£ mews- s 8(-10) ml
2 perob/F aphylo-
=
k] Anaerob
§ Bosactec e
S mpws- 8 ot g(a0)mi
Anaerob/F roices
— spp.)
BD BACTEC ‘A"“;"hfs o
Miytic/t0- (8T g go)m R Mﬁj
Anaerob/F roices
spp.)
8 BpBACTEC Fungi (e.g. Green/grey
£ ™. Mycosis - Candida 8(-10) ml
8 o spp.) =4 ]
s
i BD BACTEC Mycobacte White/red
™MYCO/F-  ria (e sml Ty
@ v B
Lytic TBC) whl
BDBACTEC  Forinfants Pink/silver
™. PEDS - and young. 13ml .:_
PLUS/F children

Common mistakes

- Blood volume too low or too high
- Insufficient disinfection

Not enough blood collected?
First fll the aerobic bottle with 8 ml, then fill the anaerobic bottle
with the remaining quantity!
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