Table 1. Measured salinity, measured DO, DO saturation, pH and temperature (mean ± SD) of the tank water from two tanks of H. diversicolor for two months at five different nominal salinity levels.(No significant differences were found between tanks and among treatments (ANOVA, df=4, P>0.05)).
	Treatment Salinity
	Measured DO
	DO saturation
	pH
	Temperature

	nominal (ppt)
	measured (ppt)
	(ppm)
	(%)
	
	(ºC)

	
	
	
	
	
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	20
	20.8 ± 0.5
	6.69 ± 0.48
	86.05 ± 6.93
	7.79 ± 0.22
	24.2 ± 0.58
	20.3 ± 1.30
	12.4 ± 2.47

	25
	25.5 ± 0.5
	6.76 ± 0.55
	85.75 ± 7.79
	7.65 ± 0.29
	
	
	

	31 (control)
	31.6 ± 0.9
	6.58 ± 0.50
	86.40 ± 7.77
	7.69 ± 0.17
	
	
	

	35
	35.4 ± 0.7
	6.43 ± 0.54
	86.48 ± 8.12
	7.78 ± 0.39
	
	
	

	40
	40.6 ± 0.6
	6.13 ± 0.45
	84.96 ± 7.37
	7.75 ± 0.29
	
	
	




[bookmark: _GoBack]Table 2. Specific growth rate in wet weight and growth rate in shell length (mean ± SE) of individuals of abalone H. diversicolor reared for two months at five different salinity levels. (Different letters superscript indicate significant differences (ANOVA, df=4, P=<0.001, Tukey test), common letters indicate no significant differences (P=0.06)).
		
	Treatment
(ppt)
	Specific growth rate in wet weight (% d-1)
	Growth rate in shell length 
(mm d-1)

	20
	0.15 ± 0.03d
	0.021 ± 0.002d

	25
	0.36 ± 0.02bc
	0.034 ± 0.002c

	31
	0.52 ± 0.03a
	0.058 ± 0.003a

	35
	0.42 ± 0.04ab
	0.044 ± 0.003b

	40
	0.29 ± 0.02c
	0.026 ± 0.002d





Table 3. Cell density (mean ± SE) of mucous cells from the lips, gills and digestive gut of abalone H. diversicolor stained with AB-PAS reared at five different salinity levels. (Different letters superscript indicate significant differences (ANOVA, df=4, P=<0.001, Tukey test), common letters indicate no significant differences (P=0.06)).

	Treatment
(ppt)
	In lips 
(mucous cells per 0.1 mm2)
	In gills 
(mucous cells per 0.1 mm2)
	In digestive gut (mucous cells per 0.1 mm2)

	20
	8.8 ± 1.5ab
	9.2 ± 1.2b
	12.1 ± 1.3b

	25
	8.6 ± 1.3ab
	12.9 ± 1.3b
	19.0 ± 1.9a

	31
	7.2 ± 1.5b
	9.8 ± 1.1b
	16.6 ± 0.9ab

	35
	8.7 ± 1.3ab
	23.1 ± 2.0a
	13.1 ± 1.3ab

	40
	17.0 ± 1.9a
	20.6 ± 0.9a
	13.9 ± 1.7ab





Table 4. Cell length (mean ± SE) of mucous cells from the lips, gills and digestive gut of abalone H. diversicolor stained with AB-PAS reared at five different salinity levels. (Different letters superscript indicate significant differences (ANOVA, df=4, P=<0.001, Tukey test), common letters indicate no significant differences (P=0.06)).

	Treatment
(ppt)
	In lips (µm)
	In gills (µm)
	In digestive gut (µm)

	20
	15.2 ± 0.7ab
	12.7 ± 1.0ab
	72.0 ± 6.0a

	25
	16.3 ± 0.1ab
	12.7 ± 0.9ab
	39.2 ± 5.0c

	31
	16.3 ± 0.8a
	16.6 ± 1.3a
	40.0 ± 6.9bc

	35
	13.8 ± 1.2ab
	12.2 ± 1.1ab
	56.0 ± 7.7bc

	40
	12.8 ± 0.6b
	9.1 ± 0.6b
	64.6 ± 7.3ab
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Figure 1. Photomicrograph of the lip of H. diversicolor stained with Hematoxylin & Eosin: a) longitudinal section of folds of epithelial cells and supporting muscle, scale bar = 100 µm; b) enlarged boxed fold showing mucous-1 (M1), mucous-2 (M2) and mucous-3 (M3), scale bar = 10 µm
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Figure 2. Photomicrograph of the gill of H. diversicolor stained with H-E: a) longitudinal section of gill filaments showing the afferent end (A) and efferent end (E), scale bar=100 µm; b) enlarged efferent end showing mucous-1 (M1), mucous-2 (M2) and cilia (Ci), hemocoelic space (HS) and nerve (N), bar=10 µm
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Figure 3. Photomicrograph of the digestive gut (intestine) of H. diversicolor stained with H-E: a) transverse section of intestine showing villi, scale bar=100 µm; b) enlarged villi showing mucous-3 (M3) and muscle (Mu), scale bar=10 µm
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