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- Diagnostic testing for Clostridium difficile is usually performed in a laboratory
setting, however due to sample transportation and batching of specimens,
there may be a significant delay between collection and availability of result.

+ Rapid testing could allow clinicians to make better informed decisions about
patient care including infection control precautions.

« The authors performed a real-world, feasibility study over 22 months (March
2011 to January 2013) in an older persons unit and Intensive Care Unit of a
London hospital using a rapid polymerase chain reaction test to detect
C. difficile.

« Turnaround times were significantly reduced from 18 hours to 9.1 hours. 330
patients tested with the point of care test (POCT) were less likely to have
additional stool culture samples requested but there was no difference in
other ancillary test ordering or other outcomes (length of stay and mortality).

- The POCT was simple to use providing sufficient training was given and staff
felt performing the test was an acceptable part of their role.
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