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	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011

	Number of participating hospitals
	29
	29
	27
	26
	24
	23
	22

	
	n
	Rate (95%CI)
	n
	Rate (95%CI)
	n
	Rate (95%CI)
	n
	Rate (95%CI)
	n
	Rate (95%CI)
	n
	Rate (95%CI)
	n
	Rate (95%CI)

	VRH
	251
	8.7 
(6.7-10.7)
	310
	10.7 
(8.5-12.9)
	285
	10.6 
(8.0-13.1)
	179
	6.9
(5.3-8.5)
	107
	4.5 
(3.3-5.6)
	77
	3.3 
(2.2-4.5)
	54
	2.5 
(1.2-3.7)

	VRC (any)
	194
	6.7 
(5.1-8.3)
	248
	8.6 
(6.7-10.4)
	215
	8.0
(6.2-9.7)
	134
	5.2
(3.9-6.4)
	71
	3.0
(2.1-3.8)
	58
	2.5
(1.5-3.6)
	34
	1.5
(0.8-2.3)

	Neurologic complications
	52
	1.8 
(1.2-2.4)
	50
	1.7 
(1.1-2.3)
	38
	1.4
(0.9-1.9)
	33

	1.3
(0.6-1.9)
	25
	1.0
(0.6-1.5)
	16
	0.7
(0.3-1.1)
	14
	0.6
(0.3-1.0)

	Skin complications
	42
	1.4
(0.9-2.0)
	50
	1.7
(0.9-2.6)
	40
	1.5
(0.9-2.1)
	17
	0.7
(0.2-1.1)
	10
	0.4
(0.2-0.7)
	13
	0.6
(0.2-0.9)
	6
	0.3
(0.0-0.6)

	LRT complications
	40
	1.4
(0.9-1.8)
	46
	1.6
(1.1-2.1)
	37
	1.4
(0.9-1.9)
	14
	0.5
(0.3-0.8)
	11
	0.5
(0.2-0.7)
	9
	0.4
(0.1-0.7)
	3
	0.1
(0.0-0.4)

	URT complications
	41
	1.4
(0.9-2.0)
	45
	1.6
(0.9-2.2)
	41
	1.5
(1.0-2.0)
	32
	1.2
(0.8-1.6)
	13
	0.5
(0.2-0.9)
	17
	0.7
(0.3-1.2)
	1
	0.0
(0.0-0.1)

	Gastro-enterological  complications
	60
	2.1
(1.4-2.8)
	106
	3.7
(2.5-4.8)
	79
	2.9
(2.0-3.8)
	47
	1.8
(1.1-2.6)
	18
	0.8
(0.2-1.3)
	19
	0.8
(0.3-1.4)
	10
	0.5
(0.2-0.7)

	Other complications
	37
	1.3
(0.7-1.8)
	84
	2.9
(1.9-3.9)
	55
	2.0
(1.3-2.8)
	42
	1.6
(0.9-2.3)
	21
	0.9
(0.4-1.4)
	15
	0.7
(0.3-1.0)
	4
	0.2
(0.0-0.4)



Supplementary Tab. 2: Patients with severe varicella-related hospitalization (VRH) requiring intensive care treatment or resulting in death; Bavaria January 2005 to December 2011.		
	Patient No.
	Age group (years)
	Chronic condition
	Diagnoses/
procedures
	Length of hospitalization (days)
	Fatal outcome

	1
	<1
	Born pre-term; severe perinatal asphyxia, microcephaly/ hydrocephaly, retarded development, epilepsy, cardiac defect, state after acute renal insufficiency
	Varicella pneumonia, acute respiratory distress syndrome
	1
	yes

	2*
	1-4
	DiGeorge syndrome, congenital defects of heart and circulatory system
	Varicella, cardiac arrest (with resuscitation)
	1
	yes

	3
	1-4
	(None)
	Varicella meningitis, bacterial sepsis, skin complications (large-area skin treatment)
	15
	No

	4
	1-4
	(None)
	Varicella, phlegmon (fascial excision and skin transplantation), streptococcal septicaemia/ septic shock, disseminated intravascular coagulation, pleural effusion, renal failure 
	26
	No

	5
	5-9
	Epilepsy
	Varicella encephalitis, status epilepticus, respiratory insufficiency (mechanical ventilation) 
	8
	No

	6
	10-16
	Spastic cerebral paresis, severe mental retardation, epilepsy
	Varicella, Grand-Mal status
	17
	No


*This patient was not treated on PICU


