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Inclusion Criteria:
I. High-risk groups (HRG) include adults (Male and females between 18 to 60 years) with underlying medical conditions, particularly if not well controlled, including:
1. Diabetes mellitus
2. Chronic kidney disease (both dialysis-dependent and independent)
3. Chronic heart conditions (coronary artery disease and hypertension)
4. Chronic lung disease (including asthma, COPD and bronchiectasis)
[bookmark: _Hlk44889023] Detailed explanations of the above 4 HRG are as follows. 
1. Diabetes mellitus with any of the following
a. History of documented complications like 
1. Nephropathy
2. Retinopathy
3. Neuropathy
4. Cardiovascular disease [like myocardial infarction, stroke and cardiac dysfunction (diastolic dysfunction)]
b. History of uncontrolled or poorly controlled hyperglycemia [(Fasting blood sugar ≥ 130 mg/dl or postprandial blood sugar ≥ 180) or Hemoglobin A1c levels ≥ 6.4%]
c. History of documented acute complications
1. Hypoglycemia
2. Diabetic Ketoacidosis (DKA)/Hyperglycemic Hyperosmolar Syndrome (HHS)
d. Obesity [BMI ≥25 kg/m2]
e. Obstructive sleep apnea 
f. Hypertension (Blood pressure ≥ 130/85 mm Hg)
g. Dyslipidemia (LDL-C ≥ 70 mg/dl and/ or Triglycerides of ≥ 150 mg/dL)
2. People with documented chronic kidney disease – both dialysis dependent and independent
3. People who have chronic heart conditions with any of the criteria 
a. History of documented acute coronary syndromes (ACS)
b. History of established chronic coronary syndromes (CCS)
c. History of established Hypertension (Blood pressure ≥ 130/85 mm Hg)
4. Patients with chronic lung disease including any of the following
a. History of documented asthma
b. History of documented chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) [GOLD stage 3 and above)
c. Non-cystic fibrosis bronchiectasis (NCFB)

                          
Exclusion Criteria:
1. History of allergy to (components of) the BCG vaccine or serious adverse events to prior BCG administration
2. Any signs or symptoms of COVID-19 within the past 24 hours
3. Pregnancy or planning pregnancy
4. Breastfeeding
5. Suspicion of active viral or bacterial infection
6. Any Immunocompromised subjects, including 
a. Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV-1), 
b. Neutropenic with less than 1500 neutrophils/mm3, 
c. Solid-organ or bone marrow transplantation, 
d. Chemotherapy or radiotherapy, and 
e. Primary immunodeficiency
7. Subject on immunosuppressed or taking immunosuppressive drugs
8. Documented history of COVID-19 infection
9. Active malignancy within the prior two years
10. Active skin disease such as eczema, dermatitis, or psoriasis at or near the site of vaccination
11. Direct involvement in the design or the execution of the study
12. Not willing to give consent 

