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Supplementary Table S1. Baseline Characteristics of Included vs. Excluded 

Patients 

Characteristic 
Included Patients 

(n=108) 

Excluded Patients 

(n=48) 
P value 

Demographics    

Age, years 58.7 ± 11.3 57.9 ± 12.1 0.672 

Female, n (%) 47 (43.5) 22 (45.8) 0.783 

BMI, kg/m² 22.3 ± 3.9 21.8 ± 4.2 0.445 

Disease Characteristics    

Pain duration, months 6.2 [3.2,11.5] 5.8 [2.9,10.7] 0.588 

Metastatic cancer, n (%) 83 (76.9) 34 (70.8) 0.412 

Pain Characteristics    

Baseline NRS score 8.3 ± 1.2 8.1 ± 1.4 0.334 

Breakthrough pain 

episodes/day 
3.2 [2.0,5.3] 3.4 [2.2,5.8] 0.512 

Breakthrough pain NRS 7.5 ± 1.4 7.7 ± 1.6 0.423 

Pre-operative MED, 

mg/day 
185 [125,315] 190 [130,310] 0.845 

Catheter Approach, n 

(%) 
  0.621 

- Anterior Cisterna (AC) 33 (30.6) 12 (25.0)  

- High Cervical (HC) 75 (69.4) 36 (75.0)  

Data presented as mean ± SD, median [IQR], or n (%). MED = morphine equivalent dose. 



Supplementary Figure S1 Propensity score distribution before and after 

matching 

 


