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Supplement S1: Search terms used for PubMed
(("Fatigue Syndrome, Chronic"[Mesh]) OR (ME/CFS[Title/Abstract]) OR ("myalgic encephalomyelitis"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("chronic fatigue"[Title/Abstract]) OR (CFS/ME[Title/Abstract]) OR ("Systemic Exertion Intolerance Disease"[Title/Abstract]) OR (SEID[Title/Abstract]) OR ("ME CFS"[Title/Abstract])) ​
AND ​
((("Social Stigma"[Mesh]) OR ("Social Discrimination"[Mesh]) OR ("Stereotyping"[Mesh]) OR (stigma*[Title/Abstract]) OR (stereotyp*[Title/Abstract]) OR (delegitim*[Title/Abstract]) OR (discrimin*[Title/Abstract])) ​
OR ​
(("Cost of Illness"[Mesh]) OR ("Global Burden of Disease"[Mesh]) OR ("cost* of illness"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("cost* of disease"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("economic cost*"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("cost* of sickness"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("disease cost*"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("illness cost*"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("sickness cost*"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("economic burden"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("burden of disease"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("burden of illness"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("economic impact"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("economic evaluation*"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("disease burden*"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("illness burden"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("global burden"[Title/Abstract]) OR (QALY[Title/Abstract]) OR (DALY[Title/Abstract]) OR ("quality-adjusted life year*"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("disability-adjusted life year*"[Title/Abstract]))) ​
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Supplementary Table S2: Quality assessment
	Category of study design
	Authors
	Screening question
	Methodological quality criteria
	% obtained 

	Qualitative Studies
	Are there clear research questions?
	Do the collected data allow to address the research questions? 
	Is the qualitative approach appropriate to answer the research question?
	Are the qualitative data collection methods adequate to address the research question?
	Are the findings adequately derived from the data?
	Is the interpretation of results sufficiently substantiated by data? 
	Is there coherence between qualitative data sources, collection, analysis and interpretation?
	 

	 
	Cullinan et al. [29]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	100

	 
	Garralda & Rangel [41]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	N
	C
	40

	Non-Randomized
Studies 
	Are the participants representative of the target population?
	Are measurements appropriate regarding both the outcome and intervention (or exposure)?
	Are there complete outcome data?
	Are the confounders accounted for in the design and analysis?
	During the study period, is the intervention administered (or exposure occurred) as intended?
	 

	 
	Lin et al. [34]
	Y
	Y
	C
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	80

	 
	Reynolds et al. [37]
	C
	C
	N
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	80

	Quantitative Descriptive
Studies
	Is the sampling strategy relevant to address the research question?
	Is the sample representative of the target population?
	Are the measurements appropriate?
	Is the risk of nonresponse bias low?
	Is the statistical analysis appropriate to answer the research question?
	 

	 
	Close et al. [28]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	C
	Y
	C
	40

	 
	Collin et al. [44]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y
	Y
	Y
	80

	 
	Jason & Mirin [13]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	C
	C
	Y
	C
	40

	 
	Mirin et al. [30]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	C
	Y
	Y
	Y
	80

	 
	Sabes-Figuera et al. [39]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y
	Y
	Y
	80

	 
	Zhao et al. [27]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y
	N
	Y
	60

	Multicohort Quantitative Descriptive
Studies
	Is the sampling strategy relevant to address the research question?
	Is the sample representative of the target population?
	Are the measurements appropriate?
	Is the risk of nonresponse bias low?
	Is the statistical analysis appropriate to answer the research question?
	 

	 
	Bombardier & Buchwald [26]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	C
	Y
	Y
	60

	 
	Jason et al. [32]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y
	80

	 
	Jeffery et al. [33]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	C
	Y
	Y
	Y
	80

	 
	Dimmock et al. [35]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	C
	80

	 
	McCrone et al. [40]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y
	Y
	C
	60

	 
	Mirin et al. [36]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	C
	80

	 
	Valdez et al. [38]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	100

	Mixed Methods
Studies
	Is there an adequate rationale for using a mixed methods design to address the research question?
	Are the different components of the study effectively integrated to answer the research question?
	Are the outputs of the integration of qualitative and quantitative components adequately interpreted?
	Are divergences and inconsistencies between quantitative and qualitative results adequately addressed?
	Do the different components of the study adhere to the quality criteria of each tradition of the methods involved? 
	 

	 
	Araja et al. [42]
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	N
	N
	Y
	40

	Reviews (CASP-
Checklist)
	Did the review address a clearly focused question?
	Did the authors look for the right type of papers?
	Do you think all the important, relevant studies were included?
	Did the review’s authors do enough to assess quality of the included studies?
	If the results of the review have been combined, was it reasonable to do so?
	 

	 
	Brenna & Gitto [43]
	Y
	Y
	N
	C
	C
	N
	Y
	20

	 
	Pheby et al. [31]
	Y
	Y
	N
	C
	C
	C
	N
	0


Y: Yes, C: Can't tell, N: No // "Can't tell" is treated as "No".
Each of the five Methodological quality criteria values 20%.
