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Topic Guide

This is a semi-structured topic guide designed to guide the interviewer. It is not intended that all the questions listed below will be asked in each interview, that they are asked verbatim, or that they will be asked in the same order. It is designed to ensure all important content is covered across the interviews as a whole. The interviewer will be responsive to the participant and what they have to say about the questionnaire. 

Introduction
· Introduce yourself
· Confirm participant has completed online consent form
· Brief summary of project
· Questionnaires are used to measure HRQoL in children, but it is not known whether these are suitable (i.e., whether they are asking the right sorts of questions, are they missing questions about important aspects of quality of life, how easy they are to understand)
· Going to look at 2 or 3 (see below) questionnaires today and talk about them, and get views/feedback on them
· NB: if child aged 12 yrs. or over - EQ-5D-Y, EQ-5D-5L, CHU9D
· NB: if child aged 11 yrs. or younger - EQ-5D-Y, CHU9D
· Ask participant if they have any questions or points of clarification
· Ask participant if they are happy to proceed
· Ask participant if they are willing for the recording to start

PRESS RECORD

Refer to correct questionnaire – allocation and order of questionnaire presentation found in X file.

Suggested order of discussion points
Completion instructions
Can you tell me in your own words, what this instruction is asking you to do?
Can you describe any confusion or difficulty you had in understanding these instructions?
Are there any words or phrases that you would change to improve the instructions?

Response options
Now take a look at the choices for each of the questions. Please read each of them and tell me what you think they mean to you. NB: this can also be repeated when discussing each item.
What would [response option] mean to you?
Do you think the number and wording of response options is appropriate?
In thinking about your experience with [item x], which response best describes your experience?
What caused you to choose this response?

Recall period
[If not identified during discussion of instructions] What does (timeframe) mean to you? Describe your experiences with [concept – can link to individual item] over the (timeframe). 
What period of time did you think about when you were completing the questionnaire?
Do you think this recall period is relevant/appropriate when we are asking about these aspects of HRQoL?
Do you have an alternative suggestion or preferred recall period that should be used?

Individual items
Please read [item x] and tell me what it means to you.
In your own words, what is [item x] asking about?
Do you think this is a relevant question when assessing [your / your child’s] HRQoL?
In thinking about your experience with [item x], which response best describes your experience?
Why did you choose that? 

Comprehensiveness
What other experiences do you have with [the concept] that are not covered in this questionnaire?
What (if anything) do you think is missing from this questionnaire?  
Are there other things that you think about that are important to [your / your child’s] HRQoL that are not included in this questionnaire?

Repeat for all questionnaire[s].

Ask participant if there is anything else they wish to add.
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STOP RECORDING

Confirm with participant that recording has been stopped. Thank them for their participation. Explain when can expect to receive reimbursement for their participation.
