Instructions for title and abstract screening in Covidence.
In Covidence you have a choice of yes (include or needs further assessment at the full text stage), maybe, no (exclude). 
If you select “maybe” please return and make a decision “yes” or “no” before you finish the abstract and title screening.
For this review we are aiming to identify any study which reports on any autistic participant’s quality of life and/or wellbeing.
	Yes  
Proceed to full text screening

	No  
Exclude based on title and abstract

	1. Written in English 

	1. Not written in English

	2. Reports on human participants 
	2. Non-human research 

	3. Original research including theses
	3. Does not report on original research (e.g. books, book chapters, conference proceedings, editorials, reports, protocols, systematic reviews)

	4. At least one of the specific terms for QoL and or wellbeing (listed below) must be mentioned in the abstract. 
(The terms which will result in the article being included are: Quality of life, QoL, health-related QoL, HRQOL, health-related quality of life, wellbeing, wellbeing, well-being)
	4. QoL and/or wellbeing (as defined by the terms Quality of life, QoL, health-related QoL, HRQOL, health-related quality of life, wellbeing, wellbeing, well-being) is not reported in the abstract. 
OR
Article reports on areas/constructs similar to QoL/wellbeing but uses terms other than those listed above (e.g., mental health).


	5. Reports on QoL and/or wellbeing (e.g. descriptions, predictors)
	5. Reports on QoL and/or wellbeing of individuals participating in intervention, treatment (e.g. pharmacology, surgery), pre-treatment, presenting for treatment, post-treatment studies

	Description of participants (must meet either 6 OR 7 OR 8). 
In the title/abstract you may not have enough information to identify whether there are autistic participants in the study (e.g. Criteria number 6,7,8).  As a paper must meet the exclusion criteria to be excluded, if in doubt, click “yes” so a full assessment can be made at the full text stage.  Please don’t guess as this will impact on reliability. Many times, the full text would need to be screened to identify if the participants included a. autistic individuals, b. results were reported separately for this group. 

	6. The study reports on QoL and/or wellbeing of at least one autistic individual (e.g. autism, autistic disorder/condition, autism spectrum disorder/condition, ASD, Asperger/s, pervasive developmental disorder, pervasive developmental disorder not otherwise specified, PDD, PDD-NOS, self-identified autistic) 

	6. Reports on the QoL and/or wellbeing of another person connected to the autistic individual (e.g., QoL and/or wellbeing of parents, siblings, peers, teachers, professionals)



	OR
	.


	7. In studies that include conditions that encompass mixed diagnoses (e.g., neurodevelopmental conditions, neurodiverse populations, complex disability cohorts) either the QoL or wellbeing of the autistic individuals is reported separately. IF not clear or can not be determined from the abstract click YES for full text screening 

	7. QoL and/or wellbeing are not reported separately for autistic individuals.


	OR  8 next page. 
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	Yes  
Proceed to full text screening

	Terms
	No  
Exclude based on title and abstract

	In studies reporting on another condition (abstract must include one of the terms listed in the column), in the abstract, it is stated the QoL and or wellbeing measure is reported for psychological or neurodevelopmental conditions.
IF not clear or cannot be determined from the abstract click YES for full text screening

NB at full text screening the QoL or wellbeing of the autistic individuals is reported separately. 
	AAC, augmentative and alternative communication 
	8. Terms (listed in table on next page) not included in the abstract. 
No indication in the abstract that QoL and or wellbeing is reported for psychological or neurodevelopmental conditions. 



NB the QoL or wellbeing of the autistic individuals is not  reported separately.

	
	Complex communication, communication deficit/s, multimodal communication/or
	

	
	Complex care, complex support, complex need, catatonia
	

	
	Delay/ed, 
	

	
	Disable/ed, disability/ies
	

	
	Disorder (refers to mental, cognitive functioning)
	

	
	Impaired/ment
	

	
	non speaker/ing, nonspeaker/ing, non-speaker/ing, non verbal, nonverbal, non-verbal, limited speech, minimal/ly verbal 
	

	
	retard/ed (refers to mental, cognitive functioning)
	

	
	handicap
	

	
	neurodevelopment/al
	

	
	neurodiverse/ity/gent
	




