
Supplement I: Interview Guide

	Aim
	Interview Questions

	
Section I: The purpose of this study is to develop an intervention that improves hypertension control among Black patients. The intervention involves soliciting health practices and perceptions of Black patients that can be given to their providers prior to their clinic visit. I’m interested in your experience in taking care of these patients.


	To understand personal perceptions of factors clinicians consider when counseling Black patients about hypertension.
	1. To begin, tell me about your experience counseling hypertensive patients.

2. What are some of the challenges you experience when counseling patients about hypertension?

3. I am sure you deal with diverse populations. Are there particular issues that come up when you treat Black patients with hypertension? 

4. When it comes to controlling hypertension, what are the barriers your patients face? Are there barriers that are more commonly faced by Black patients? If so, what are they?

5. Before a conversation regarding hypertension, what would be helpful to know about your patients before they sit down with you? Is there information that is particularly helpful to know before speaking with Black patients? If so, what is it?

6. Are there any approaches to counseling that you’ve found particularly helpful when discussing hypertension with your Black patients?

7. Are there specific cultural considerations that are important to consider when providing care to Black patients? If so, which factors are the most important?


	
Section II: Thank you for telling me about your experience. Now I am interested in the environment around you and things you have read about or heard from your colleagues. Your responses do not need to reflect your personal beliefs. The purpose of these questions is to explore shared knowledge and norms in the field. 


	To understand clinicians’ perceptions regarding factors that are generally considered in hypertension management of Black patients.


	1. To start, what factors are generally considered to increase the risk of developing hypertension? 

2. Often, different patient populations present different needs. Are there risk factors that are thought to be more common among Black patients? If so, what are they?

3. What factors are generally considered to be barriers to hypertension control? Are there barriers that are thought to be more commonly experienced by Black patients? If so, what are they?

4. What questions do you think most providers would like asked of their patients prior to clinic visits to make sure they have a comprehensive picture of their patients’ health behaviors and practices? Are there particular questions that are particularly useful to visits with Black patients?

5. Our intervention involves soliciting health practices of Black patients prior to their clinic visit to allow providers to better understand these patients and to reduce assumptions. What do you think of this approach? Do you think there are any health beliefs or practices that are generally assumed of Black patients? Can you tell me more?

6. Do you think that providers generally believe that Black culture should be considered in health interventions aimed at Black people? If so, which factors are considered to be the most important?




