Appendix: Birth Cost Recovery Interview Guide
In this study, we interviewed 26 mothers and 14 fathers. What follows is the interview guide we used for qualitative interviews with Wisconsin fathers. As outlined in our methods section, a few methodological changes occurred during data collection, prompting minor changes to this interview guide. This is the final version used, reflecting those changes (e.g., updates to our question about local counties that stopped issuing new Birth Cost Recovery orders during our data collection). Additionally, a slightly different version of the guide, reflecting minor tweaks to the language to tailor it appropriately, was used when interviewing mothers.

Interview Guide

Thank you for joining me today to participate in this interview. Before we begin the interview, I’d like to share with you what the project is about, what you can expect from the interview, and answer any questions that you might have about this project and your participation.

[If participant’s video is off, ask them to turn it on for the beginning of the interview.]

Today we will be talking about your experiences with healthcare and child support. We will also ask you about a policy called “Birth Cost Recovery.” Sometimes people call this the “Birth Tax.” It is a policy here in Wisconsin that makes unmarried, non-custodial fathers pay the government back for childbirth costs that were covered by Medicaid. Do you have any questions about the study? 

[Answer any questions that the participant might have.]

I just want to confirm a few things before we get started:
1. Did you have a child between 2012-2023? [If no, end interview]
2. Did Medicaid (or BadgerCare) pay for any part of the birth cost? [If no, end interview]
3. Were you married at the time of the birth to the birthing parent (mother)? [If yes, end interview]

Great, let’s get started.

[Ask for permission to begin recording, and then hit record. Once you hit record, state the date and time.]

First, can you tell me about your experience of living in Wisconsin? What sorts of supportive communities have you found here?

Now, can you tell me about your experience with your partner and/or child being on Medicaid/BadgerCare? How did you find out that your partner had signed up for Medicaid?

Next, I’d like to ask you about child support. As far as you know, have you or your children’s other parent ever paid child support? If so, could you tell me about that experience?
Probe based on response. Have them reflect about positives/negatives related to signing up for and paying/receiving child support.

Next, I’d like to ask you about your experiences with “Birth Cost Recovery” or “the Birth Tax.” Here, I’m referring to money that may have been collected from you to repay the state for your child’s birth. This is money that is typically withheld from or paid by fathers who live separately from their child. It repays the state for the cost of the birth, but the money goes to the state and NOT to the hospital or to the child or their parent. Do you know if you paid money through the Birth Tax or Birth Cost Recovery?
[If they seem confused, reiterate and explain again. If they say “yes,” move to next question. If they say “no” or are unsure if they experienced BCR, then ask them to speculate “how do you think the Birth Tax might impact Black families?”]

I’d like to ask you about your experience with the Birth Tax. You can share anything that you’d like to about your personal experiences with the Birth Tax, including ways that the Birth Tax has impacted you and your family.
[If participant is mixing up the Birth Tax and the care or child support they received, remind participant: 
The only people who have to pay the Birth Tax are unmarried fathers whose child’s birth was covered by Medicaid. The Birth Tax helps to pay back the government for paying for the birth. The money goes to the government; it doesn’t go to your child’s mother for child support, and it doesn’t directly pay for the healthcare they received.]
Prompt: financial impacts
Prompt: relationship impacts (parents with each other & with children)
Prompt: parental stress & health impacts
Prompt: child health impacts
Prompt: fertility and reproductive decision-making impact

Next, can you tell me about your views and opinions about the Birth Tax? What do you think of the Birth Tax?

We know that the Birth Tax impacts Black parents more than people of other races. It may also unfairly impact people with other marginalized identities, like people with disabilities, people who have immigrated to the United States, or people who identify as sexual or gender minorities. How do you think that identity might impact experiences with the Birth Tax?
[bookmark: _Hlk165984593]Prompt: personal experiences of identity impacting BCR experiences
Prompt: impact of racial identity (if not already discussed)
[bookmark: _Hlk165984616]Prompt: other aspects of identity (if not already discussed)

Now I’d like to ask you about a recent change to the Birth Tax. Some counties in Wisconsin still collect the Birth Tax but others have stopped. For example, Dane County stopped collecting the Birth Tax in 2020, but Milwaukee County continued collecting the Birth Tax. And Milwaukee County recently announced that they are stopping the Birth Tax in 2024, but some other counties in Wisconsin will still collect it. That means that people with Medicaid get the same care in any county, but unmarried fathers in some counties have to pay the Birth Tax and people in other counties don’t. Can you tell me what you think about this?

Is there anything else you’d like to tell us?

Thank you for sharing your story and for helping us with this project. If we publish information using the interviews we have conducted, would you like to receive a copy by email?

[Debrief with participant.]
