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Copyright infringement disputes are usually resolved
through direct negotiation, a notice and take down
process, or litigation in civil court. Egregious or large-
scale commercial infringement, especially when it
involves counterfeiting, is sometimes prosecuted via the
criminal justice system. Shifting public expectations,
advances in digital technology and the increasing reach
of the Internet have led to such widespread, anonymous
infringement that copyright-dependent industries now
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focus less on pursuing individuals who seek and share copyright-protected content
online, and more on expanding copyright law to recognize and penalize, as indirect
infringers, the service providers and software distributors who are said to facilitate

and encourage individual acts of infringement by others.

Estimates of the actual economic impact of copyright infringement vary widely and
depend on many factors. Nevertheless, copyright holders, industry representatives,
and legislators have long characterized copyright infringement as piracy or theft —
language which some U.S. courts now regard as pejorative or otherwise

contentious.[11[21[3]
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