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The goal of this activity is to help you see that plagiarism is not always a clearly defined issue. Instead, the factors that affect it, and the boundaries that define it are often blurry. 
Part 1: University Policies
Let’s look at some definitions of plagiarism paying attention to how plagiarism is tied to ideas of ownership:
1. 	National Council of Writing Program Administrators
In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source.
 2. 	University of Sharjah
Plagiarism is the act of stealing someone else’s property and claiming it as one’s own.
 3.     American University of Sharjah
To plagiarize is to use the work, ideas, images or words of someone else without attribution. Plagiarism may involve using someone else's wording- a distinctive name, a phrase, a sentence or an entire passage or essay-without using quotation marks. It may also involve misrepresenting the sources that were used. The issue of plagiarism applies to all student assignments
 4.     Berkeley University
Plagiarism is defined as use of intellectual material produced by another person without acknowledging its source, for example: Wholesale copying of passages from works of others into your homework, essay, term paper, or dissertation without acknowledgment.
•       Use of the views, opinions, or insights of another without acknowledgment.
•       Paraphrasing of another person’s characteristic or original phraseology, metaphor, or other literary device without acknowledgment.
5.     Arizona State University
Plagiarism "means using another's words, ideas, materials or work without properly acknowledging and documenting the source.”
 Part 2: Small Group Activity
Group Names:  
1. Writing your own paper vs. buying one
https://gulfnews.com/uae/college-essays-thesis-for-sale-in-the-uae-1.69509784
Using the definitions on the previous page, what do you think is being plagiarized here? Language? Ideas? Something else? What else do you need to know to determine if this is plagiarism? 
2. Pete Buttigieg vs. Barack Obama
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/pete-buttigieg-barack-ohttps://www.foxnews.com/media/buttigieg-obama-plagiarism
Using the definitions on the previous table, what do you think is being plagiarized here? Language? Ideas? Something else? What else do you need to know to determine if this is plagiarism?
3. Are the quotes below an example of plagiarism? Is the idea or the language plagiarized? Why or why not? 
Reading is the inhale. Writing is the exhale. —Justine Musk
Reading is inhaling. Writing is exhaling. —Atmaja Bandyopadhyay
Reading is like inhaling. Writing is like exhaling. —Aditi Bharadwaj
Reading is like breathing in. Writing is like breathing out. –Pam Allyn
4. Melania Trump (2016) vs. Michelle Obama (2008)
Highlight the words/phrases/ideas you think are plagiarized. 
	Melania Trump (2016)
	Michelle Obama (2008)

	"My parents impressed on me the values that you work hard for what you want in life; that your word is your bond and you do what you say and keep your promise; that you treat people with respect."
"[My parents] taught me to show the values and morals in my daily life. That is the lesson that I continue to pass along to our son.
 And we need to pass those lessons on to the many generations to follow, because we want our children in this nation to know that the only limit to your achievements is the strength of your dreams and your willingness to work for them."
	"And Barack and I were raised with so many of the same values: that you work hard for what you want in life; that your word is your bond and you do what you say you're going to do; that you treat people with dignity and respect, even if you don't know them, and even if you don't agree with them.
And Barack Obama and I set out to build lives guided by these values, and pass them on to the next generations. Because we want our children, and all children in this nation, to know that the only limit to the height of your achievement is the reach of your dreams and your willingness to work for them."


 Using the definitions on the previous table, what do you think is being plagiarized here? Language? Ideas? Something else? What else do you need to know to determine if this is plagiarism?


