
Appendix 1
Questionnaire about Literacy Competencies
This questionnaire contains a set of questions about comprehension and writing strategies as well as the use, consultation and citation of sources. The information is confidential and will only be used in the context of this investigation. Your answers will have no bearing on your grades.

Code Number: ____________
Gender: Female____ Male____ Date of birth: ___/___/______
Present Course: _______  	  
Have you ever lost a school year? Yes____ No____ If you answered ‘yes’, mark at which level of education: 
Basic Schooling (Years 1-9) ____ Secondary Schooling (Years 10-12) ____ Further/Higher Education ____ 
Indicate, approximately, the average mark for the grades you have obtained so far on your course _______

Comprehension Strategies 
When consulting or studying sources before writing up an academic paper, students can help themselves to better understand these sources through various strategies. Please read the following points and mark with a circle the number (from 1 to 5) that best describes the strategies you use.
	When writing text sourced from articles, books etc. 
	Never
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often
	Mostly

	1. I try to identify the main ideas of the source(s) 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2. I try to compare the ideas of the various sources consulted 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3. I take notes on what I read 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4. I try to integrate the main ideas of the various sources into a coherent whole 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	5. I relate what I read to knowledge I already possess 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6. I sketch out what I read 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	7. I read the source(s) several times 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	8. I make summaries of the readings undertaken 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	9. I underline the consulted texts
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	10. I look for other sources to better understand what I read 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	11. I try to understand how the texts are organized (e.g., whether they are explanatory or argumentative texts)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	12. I mark some passages in the margin
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5




Writing Strategies 
In academic writing, students can utilize different strategies for writing their work. Please read the following points and mark with a circle the number (from 1 to 5) that best describes the strategies you use.
	When writing academic papers
	Never
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often
	Mostly

	1. I decide what content I want to include before I start writing 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2. I review my text as I write 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3. I think about how I will organize the text before I start writing
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4. I write out a detailed plan of the text at the beginning of the writing process 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	5. I write the text in its entirety without making any changes 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6. I make a mental plan of the text, before starting to write 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	7. I review the text at the end 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	8. I check if the text I wrote has the necessary content 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	9. I think about the content as I write 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	10. I check the correctness of aspects such as spelling and punctuation 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	11. I think about how I should organize the text as I write
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	12. I write an initial text in which I make minor changes
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	13. I make some notes on how I want the text before I start writing 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	14. I review how the text is organized
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	15. I write the text without reviewing it
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5




Strategies for Writing from Sources
Please read the following points and mark with a circle the number (from 1 to 5) that best describes the writing methods used when reading articles, books or other sources.
	When writing text sourced from reading articles, books etc.
	Never
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often
	Mostly

	1. I replace some words from the sources with synonyms
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2. I try to write a new text that relates what I read to what I already knew
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3. I use a few words from the source(s) 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4. I try to summarize/synthesize the text(s) I read by writing a smaller text 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	5. I look for new words so as not to repeat those from the source(s) 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6. I change the tenses of some verbs taken from the source(s)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	7. I copy one or more phrases/sentences from the source(s) 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	8. I add and/or delete words in phrases/sentences taken from the source(s)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	9. I change the grammatical structure of some sentences taken from the source(s)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	10. I quote the source(s) 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	11. I use some phrases/sentences from the source(s), writing them in my own words 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	12. I look for new sources to help me write better on the subject under study
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	13. I try to write a text using the main ideas of the source(s)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	14. I copy parts of other work I've done
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	15. I try to write a text with a language that is different from that of the source(s) 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	16. I copy paragraphs from the source(s) 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5





Consulting Strategies
Please read the following points and mark with a circle the number (from 1 to 5) that best describes how you go about consulting articles, books or other sources.
	When sourcing text through readings of articles, books etc. 
	Never
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often
	Mostly

	1. I look for specialized journals relevant to the field of study
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2. I go to the internet, searching out credible/official websites
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3. I consult the articles and/or books of the main authors in a particular field 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4. I go to the internet and consult the first links that appear
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	5. I research who the authors of the sources I consult are 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6. I look for recent works on a particular subject
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	7. I check what is said about the subject on sites like Wikipedia
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	8. I look for the recommended references in class 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	9. I look for information in accessible and publicly distributed books 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5




How To Use Citation
There are rules on how sources should be cited. Please read the following points and mark with a circle the number (from 1 to 5) that best corresponds to the extent of your knowledge about each of them.
	When writing text from sources, my knowledge of … is
	No Knowledge
	Slight Knowledge
	Some Knowledge
	Good Knowledge
	Complete Knowledge

	1. how to transcribe passages of the texts I read 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2. where I should place quotes 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3. how to cite information obtained from the internet and online sources 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4. how to cite when there is more than one author
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	5. when I should reference the author(s)  
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6. what to include in the final bibliography  
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	7. when to place parentheses in the quotations 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	8. how to reference books 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	9. how to reference articles from scientific journals 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	10. how to reference theses (either master's or doctoral) 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	11. how to reference communications at conferences 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	12. how to reference book chapters 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	13. where to look for information that helps me quote properly 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5





Appendix 2
Checklist Concerning the Rules for Citation and Referencing
This checklist aims to find out how much knowledge students possess regarding the rules for citation and referencing according to the APA citation style. Mark the answer (Yes or No) that you think is appropriate. If you are unsure, mark: Don't Know. The information is confidential and will be used only in the context of this investigation. Your answers will have no bearing on your grades.

Code Number: ____________
Gender: Female____ Male____ Date of birth: ___/___/______
Present Course: ____________________________________________  	  
Have you ever lost a school year? Yes ____ No____ If you answered ‘yes’, mark at which level of education: 
Basic Schooling (Years 1-9) ____ Secondary Schooling (Years 10-12) ____ Further/Higher Education ____
Indicate, approximately, the average mark for the grades you have obtained so far on your course _______

Knowledge on How to Use Citation and Make References
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to APA there are specific rules regarding how sources should be cited. Please read the following sections and mark with a cross the column corresponding to what you think is correct.
	When writing text sourced from reading articles, books etc.
	Yes
	No 
	Don't Know

	1. I must use quotation marks when using parts of other texts (e.g. terms, phrases, sentences)
	
	
	

	2. I must use quotation marks when referring to ideas expressed in the consulted text
	
	
	

	3. I must include the name(s) of the author(s)when writing parts of the consulted text
	
	
	

	4. I must include the name(s) of the author(s)when referring to ideas expressed in the consulted text
	
	
	

	5. I must include all the works referred to in the text in the final bibliography
	
	
	

	6. I can include works that were not mentioned in the text in the final bibliography
	
	
	

	7. I can reference journal articles in the same way as book chapters in the final bibliography 
	
	
	

	8. I can reference journal articles in the same way as books in the final bibliography 
	
	
	

	9. I can reference online sources in the same way as printed works in the final bibliography
	
	
	

	10. I can reference theses in the same way as books in the final bibliography
	
	
	

	11. I have to indicate a date in the text when quoting an author 
	
	
	

	12. I have to state the name of the publication in the text when quoting an author 
	
	
	

	13. I only need put the name(s) of the author(s) in the text when using quotation marks
	
	
	

	14. I have to put the name of the publication in the text when referring to an author 
	
	
	

	15. I have to put the full name of the author in the text when quoting 
	
	
	

	16. I have to indicate dates of publications in the final bibliography
	
	
	

	17. With reference to books, I have to indicate the name of the publisher in the final bibliography
	
	
	

	18. Regarding journals, I have to indicate the name of the publisher in the final bibliography
	
	
	







