Appendix D

Cognitive Interview Protocol


Instructions for Interviewer: 

I. Greet the participant and thank them for their time reviewing this survey. 
II. Read this script:

Our team has drafted a survey to be completed by caregivers and educators for children with autism. The purpose of the survey is (a) to learn about caregiver and educator perspectives on causes of autism, (b) the desired outcomes for people with autism, and (c) to learn about how schools and caregivers engage, teach, and care for autistic children.  

III. Present the survey to the participant. You may read items aloud if needed, but please do not add any other lanugage except what is written in the survey. Ask the responded to complete the survey 

IV. Read this script: 

We would like to talk with you for the next 30-40 minutes to better understand why you responded in the way you did to particular survey questions, as well as what questions were confusing or unclear to you. Your feedback will help us improve the survey. The purpose of the survey is (a) to learn about caregiver and educator perspectives on causes of autism, (b) the desired outcomes for people with autism, and (c) to learn about how schools and caregivers engage, teach, and care for autistic children.  We will audiorecord the information you provide so that we can listen to it more closely and make sure we hear and understand everything you say. We will use the information that you share to revise the survey. There are not “right” or “wrong” answers to any of the questions I will ask. I only want your honest opinions and ideas. I want to be very clear that anything you say will be kept private and confidential and will not be shared outside of our research team. You should feel free to say whatever you think and feel.  You are welcome to say as much or as little as you want. We are eager to hear your words and to hear what you have to say. Do you have any questions?  (Allow time for questions and respond as yo are able. Any question you do not know the answer to, share that you will seek input from the other research team members before responding). May we begin? (if they say yes, begin recording). 

V. Guidacne for administering the interview

Throughout the interview, be sure you are engaged in active listening by nodding and proving verbal feedback such as “aha,” or “I see.” You can also provide affirmation to their feedback by saying things like, “You are thinking out load and that is helping me understand what you are thinking.”

If a participant does not understand the question, repeate the question exactly as it is written. Remind them to just share what they are thinking based on what they did or did not understand about the question. Please do not reword the question in any way nor define any words or tasks in the question. Do not provde examples of how to answer the question. 

If a participant is not thinking aloud, you can prompt them by saying “tell me what thoughts are going through your head right now? Or “Kindly share what you are thinking.”

If a participant give short answers, you can prompt for more information by saying, “Tell me more about your thoughts,” or “how did you come to that answer,” or “why did you say that you think..”

If a participant asks you a question, you may say, “The questions you have are helpful for me to understand what you are thinking abou this survey. Because we are learning how clear and effective this survey is, I cannot answer any questions right now. But I will write down your question and we can discuss it after the interview.”

If a participant says that an item is confusing or does not make sense, prompt for why and what rewording/revision would make more sense to them. 

VI. Ask the following questions and take careful notes of the responses, including any suggestions for survey revision. 
Part I. General Questions
	General
	Interview Question
	Notes

	
	About how long did it take you to complete the survey?
	


	Demographics (12 questions)
	Which, if any, of the questions in this section was unclear or confusing? Please explain.
	



Part II. Causes of Autism 
	Q
	Interview Question
	Notes

	
	Which, if any, of the questions in this section (Q1) was unclear or confusing? Please explain.
	


	
	Which of the following do you think is a possible cause of autism? (Please select “Yes” for any item you believe is a cause.)
1. Did the wording of the questions make sense to you? If no, please explain.
2. Did the wording of the items (rows) make sense to you? If no, please explain.
3. Did the response options make sense to you? If no, please explain.
4. Do you think most caregivers you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
5. Do you think most educators you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
6. Is there anything about this item you would recommend revising? If yes, please explain.
	



Part III. Attitudes towards Autism  
	Q
	Interview Question
	Notes

	
	Q are very similar in structure. Was there anything about (Q11-19 or Q2-3)  that was unclear or confusing, or made it difficulty for you to answer accurately? Please explain.
	

	
	Do you agree or disagree with the following statements about autistic children? Autistic children are:
1. Did the wording of the questions make sense to you? If no, please explain.
2. Did the wording of the items (rows) make sense to you? If no, please explain.
3. Did the response options make sense to you? If no, please explain.
4. Do you think most caregivers you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
5. Do you think most educators you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
6. Is there anything about this item you would recommend revising? If yes, please explain.
	

	
	Do you agree or disagree with the following statements about autistic children? Autistic children should be:
1. Did the wording of the questions make sense to you? If no, please explain.
2. Did the wording of the items (rows) make sense to you? If no, please explain.
3. Did the response options make sense to you? If no, please explain.
4. Do you think most caregivers you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
5. Do you think most educators you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
6. Is there anything about this item you would recommend revising? If yes, please explain.
	



Part IV. Best Life for People with Autism
	Q
	Interview Question
	Notes

	
	Under the typical situation (in terms of family finances and community resources), which outcomes are more or less likely for a child with autism?
1. Did the wording of the question make sense to you? If no, please explain.
2. Did the wording of the items (elements of the instructional system and the definitions) make sense to you? If no, please explain.
3. Did the response options make sense to you? If no, please explain.
4. Do you think most teachers you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
5. Do you think most educators you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
6. Is there anything about this item you would recommend revising? If yes, please explain.
	

	
	If you could dream of a best possible life for an autistic child, what would you agree the best possible life might include? Please select all that apply. It is possible that a child with autism could:
1. Did the wording of the question make sense to you? If no, please explain.
2. Did the wording of the items (elements of the instructional system and the definitions) make sense to you? If no, please explain.
3. Did the response options make sense to you? If no, please explain.
4. Do you think most teachers you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
5. Do you think most educators you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
6. Is there anything about this item you would recommend revising? If yes, please explain.
	



Part V. Teaching Children with Autism 
	Q
	Interview Question
	Notes

	
	For each of the following, please tell us how  difficult it is to teach the skill to a child with autism:
1. Did the wording of the question make sense to you? If no, please explain.
2. Did the wording of the items (elements of the instructional system and the definitions) make sense to you? If no, please explain.
3. Did the response options make sense to you? If no, please explain.
4. Do you think most teachers you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
5. Do you think most educators you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
6. Is there anything about this item you would recommend revising? If yes, please explain.
	

	
	Please tell us whether you think each teaching strategy is effective or ineffective in educating children with autism. (If you are not familiar with a strategy, please ask!)
1. Did the wording of the question make sense to you? If no, please explain.
2. Did the wording of the items (elements of the instructional system and the definitions) make sense to you? If no, please explain.
3. Did the response options make sense to you? If no, please explain.
4. Do you think most teachers you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
5. Do you think most educators you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
6. Is there anything about this item you would recommend revising? If yes, please explain.
	

	
	Do you agree or disagree: teachers of autistic children should be responsible for:
1. Did the wording of the question make sense to you? If no, please explain.
2. Did the wording of the items (elements of the instructional system and the definitions) make sense to you? If no, please explain.
3. Did the response options make sense to you? If no, please explain.
4. Do you think most teachers you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
5. Do you think most educators you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
6. Is there anything about this item you would recommend revising? If yes, please explain.
	

	
	How common would you say each of the following teaching practices is among teachers working with autistic students. (If you are not familiar with a strategy, you may ask the researcher)
1. Did the wording of the question make sense to you? If no, please explain.
2. Did the wording of the items (elements of the instructional system and the definitions) make sense to you? If no, please explain.
3. Did the response options make sense to you? If no, please explain.
4. Do you think most teachers you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
5. Do you think most educators you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
6. Is there anything about this item you would recommend revising? If yes, please explain.
	



Part VI. Caring for Children with Autism  
	Q
	Interview Question
	Notes

	
	How important is each of the following tasks for a caregiver of an autistic child?
1. Did the wording of the question make sense to you? If no, please explain.
2. Did the wording of the items (elements of the instructional system and the definitions) make sense to you? If no, please explain.
3. Did the response options make sense to you? If no, please explain.
4. Do you think most teachers you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
5. Do you think most educators you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
6. Is there anything about this item you would recommend revising? If yes, please explain.
	



Overall
	Q
	Interview Question
	Notes

	n/a
	Overall, what was the survey experience like (e.g., burdensome, frustrating, cognitively demanding, straightforward)? What suggestions do you have for improving the overall experience?  
	



At the end of the interview, thank the participant. Address any questions that you noted from the participant during the interview. Provide the participant with opoprtunites to ask additional questions. Then stop the recording. General Cognitive Interview Questions
1. What was your response to this item? 
2. Did the wording of the item make sense to you? If no, please explain.
3. Was any of the language confusing to you? If so, please explain.
4. Did the response options make sense to you? If no, please explain.
5. Were you able to answer the item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
6. Do you think most teachers you know would be able to answer this item accurately? Please explain why or why not.
7. Is there anything about this item you would recommend revising? If yes, please explain.
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