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Supplementary Table 2 Distribution by role or profession and overall perceived knowledge about the care of older people 
	Role or profession
	N (%) of all professionals
	Overall knowledge: mean score
	Overall knowledge: SD of mean score

	All professionals
	5425 (100)
	3.62
	0.90

	Art therapists
	28 (0.5)
	3.50
	0.79

	Dental hygienists
	33 (0.7)
	3.47
	0.56

	Dental technicians
	4 (0.1)
	4
	0

	Dentists
	504 (9.3)
	3.27

	0.90


	Dieticians
	178 (3.3)
	3.61
	0.77


	Educationalists
	98 (1.8)
	3.57
	1.00

	Managers in the healthcare sector
	71 (1.3)
	3.77
	1.00

	MDs in training
	562 (10.4)
	3.34
	0.83

	MDs not in training
	1578 (29.1)
	3.73
	0.93

	Nurses
	844 (15.6)
	3.72
	0.81


	Nurse assistants or healthcare assistants
	39 (0.7)
	4.18
	0.72

	Occupational therapists
	126 (2.3)
	3.98
	0.67

	Pharmacists
	343 (6.3)
	3.29
	0.83

	Physiotherapists
	339 (6.2)
	4.02
	0.77

	Podiatrists / chiropodists
	3 (0.1)
	4.00
	1.00

	Policymakers or Public Health professionals
	31 (0.6)
	3.19
	1.08

	Professionals at Ministries
	25 (0.5)
	3.68
	1.11

	Psychologists or psychotherapists
	145 (2.7)
	3.65
	0.86

	Radiographers
	6 (0.1)
	3.17
	0.75

	Researchers
	125 (2.3)
	3.58
	0.99

	Social workers
	90 (1.7)
	3.78
	0.80

	Speech and Language therapists
	37 (0.7)
	3.59
	0.86

	Other healthcare professionals
	149 (2.7)
	3.51
	0.93

	Other
	67 (1.2)
	3.55
	0.93


Abbreviations: n: number; SD: standard deviation; MD: Medical Doctor. Scores: 1: Very Low, 2: Low, 3: Fair, 4: High, 5: Very High
In the survey questionnaire, participants had the option to choose a role or profession among 23 pre-defined options or could write in a free-text box. 96 participants who wrote in the free-text box were reclassified into one of the 23 pre-defined options, while 67 participants who wrote in the free-text box remained as “other” and these are the roles or professions as described by them: academician (n=1), carers of older people (n=2), gerontologists (n=4), head of the department of social affairs (n=1), health activist (n=1), health physicist (n=1), healthcare technicians (n=9), human resources professional (n=1), laboratory technicians (n=2), lecturer in nursing education (n=1), medical biologist (n=1), medical secretaries (n=3), midwives (n=2), nurse educator and researcher (n=1), nursing scientist (n=1), retired medical doctor internist (n=1), paramedics (n=2), pharmaceutic regulator (n=1), PRM (n=1), professional in clinical biochemistry (n=1), social work graduate (n=1), sociologists (n=2), spiritual counselors (n=2), sport scientist (n=1), supportive personnel (n=1), other (n=23).


Supplementary Table 3 Overall knowledge of professionals by country of current work (in descending order of number of responses
	Country of current work
	N (%) of all professionals
	Overall knowledge mean score
	Overall knowledge SD of score

	All countries
	5425 (100)
	3.62
	0.90

	EU-27
	3273 (59.8)
	3.67
	0.89

	Türkiye
	1176 (21.5)
	3.44
	0.89

	Greece
	705 (12.9)
	3.56
	0.93

	Portugal
	490 (9.0)
	3.47
	0.75

	United Kingdom
	329 (6.0)
	4.03
	0.76

	Italy
	262 (4.8)
	3.42
	0.89

	Spain
	254 (4.6)
	3.72
	0.85

	Poland
	251 (4.6)
	3.69
	0.87

	Serbia
	224 (4.1)
	3.23
	0.90

	Albania
	182 (3.3)
	3.47
	0.92

	Austria
	141 (2.6)
	4.14
	0.70

	Germany
	131 (2.4)
	4.10
	0.94

	Croatia
	127 (2.3)
	3.41
	0.81

	France
	120 (2.2)
	3.88
	0.72

	Romania
	119 (2.2)
	3.36
	0.84

	Sweden
	115 (2.1)
	4.26
	0.76

	Belgium
	100 (1.8)
	3.80
	0.85

	Lithuania
	79 (1.4)
	3.09
	0.99

	Netherlands
	73 (1.3)
	3.86
	0.58

	Israel
	72 (1.3)
	3.71
	0.86

	North Macedonia
	65 (1.2)
	3.91
	0.86

	Czech Republic
	50 (0.9)
	3.50
	0.97

	Denmark
	45 (0.8)
	4.09
	0.73

	Malta
	43 (0.8)
	4.40
	0.58

	Cyprus
	34 (0.6)
	3.74
	0.93

	Montenegro
	27 (0.5)
	3.41
	0.57

	Bulgaria
	26 (0.5)
	3.73
	1.12

	Finland
	26 (0.5)
	4.65
	0.63

	Ireland
	26 (0.5)
	4.38
	0.85

	Kosovo*
	24 (0.4)
	3.50
	0.78

	Slovakia
	22 (0.4)
	3.50
	0.86

	Switzerland
	19 (0.3)
	4.05
	0.78

	Luxembourg
	13 (0.2)
	3.46
	1.05

	Norway
	13 (0.2)
	4.38
	0.51

	Countries with less than 5 professionals are listed in the footnote.
	42 (0.8)
	Not calculated
	Not calculated


[bookmark: _Hlk222234875][bookmark: _Hlk213252346]Abbreviations: n: number; SD: standard deviation. Scores: 1: Very Low, 2: Low, 3: Fair, 4: High, 5: Very High  * This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence. Abbreviations: NC: not calculated; N: number; SD: standard deviation. Slovenia had 8 professionals. Armenia and Estonia had 5 professionals each. Bosnia and Herzegovina, Hungary and Latvia had 4 professionals each. Georgia, Iceland, and Russia had 3 professionals each. Andorra had 2 professionals. Azerbaijan had 1 professional.

Supplementary Table 4 Professionals’ perceived knowledge, relevance and interest mean (SD) scores by topics and skills
	Topics and skills
	Knowledge mean (SD) score
	Relevance mean (SD) score
	Interest mean (SD) score

	Healthy ageing
	3.57 (0.83)
	3.89 (0.95)
	3.96 (0.95)

	Resilience & diversity
	3.33 (0.89)
	3.78 (0.97)
	3.90 (0.96)

	Biology of ageing
	3.18 (0.93)
	3.55 (1.03)
	3.77 (1.01)

	Frailty
	3.32 (1.00)
	3.78 (1.06)
	3.87 (1.00)

	CGA
	3.11 (1.13)
	3.68 (1.13)
	3.81 (1.06)

	Falls & mobility
	3.47 (1.05)
	3.81 (1.12)
	3.82 (1.06)

	Bone health
	3.37 (0.95)
	3.72 (1.10)
	3.81 (1.06)

	Sarcopenia
	3.18 (1.03)
	3.64 (1.13)
	3.78 (1.08)

	Delirium
	3.28 (1.04)
	3.66 (1.17)
	3.81 (1.08)

	Depression
	3.34 (0.94)
	3.78 (1.06)
	3.90 (1.02)

	MCI and dementia:
screening
	3.25 (1.02)
	3.72 (1.14)
	3.85 (1.07)

	Dementia: management of BPSD
	3.16 (1.03)
	3.68 (1.17)
	3.85 (1.09)

	Assessing cognitive status
	3.12 (1.27)
	3.46 (1.28)
	3.57 (1.20)

	Assessing functional capacity
	3.11 (1.29)
	3.50 (1.28)
	3.55 (1.21)

	Assessing capacity to consent
	3.14 (1.03)
	3.70 (1.14)
	3.79 (1.07)

	Advance healthcare directives
	2.94 (1.08)
	3.48 (1.20)
	3.69 (1.13)

	Palliative & End of Life care
	3.05 (1.10)
	3.50 (1.28)
	3.73 (1.16)

	Chronic pain
	3.12 (1.01)
	3.69 (1.15)
	3.86 (1.09)

	Geriatric rehabilitation
	2.90 (1.11)
	3.46 (1.25)
	3.63 (1.17)

	Orthogeriatrics
	2.76 (1.15)
	3.25 (1.30)
	3.45 (1.24)

	Oncogeriatrics
	2.64 (1.04)
	3.24 (1.24)
	3.53 (1.20)

	Gerodontology
	2.38 (1.13)
	2.95 (1.33)
	3.17 (1.34)

	Nutritional assessment & malnutrition
	2.89 (1.12)
	3.45 (1.24)
	3.60 (1.19)

	Dysphagia
	2.86 (1.11)
	3.39 (1.28)
	3.55 (1.22)

	Polypharmacy & deprescribing
	2.90 (1.19)
	3.49 (1.32)
	3.64 (1.25)

	Urinary & faecal incontinence
	2.76 (1.11)
	3.20 (1.33)
	3.34 (1.29)

	Hearing & vision impairments
	2.76 (0.99)
	3.25 (1.22)
	3.36 (1.22)

	Skin care & pressure ulcers
	3.02 (1.14)
	3.37 (1.33)
	3.48 (1.27)

	Ageism
	3.04 (1.09)
	3.38 (1.21)
	3.52 (1.19)

	Abuse of older people
	2.82 (1.08)
	3.30 (1.24)
	3.60 (1.17)

	Assessing older people in ED
	2.71 (1.19)
	3.00 (1.39)
	3.28 (1.32)

	Communication - older people & caregivers
	3.44 (1.05)
	3.80 (1.16)
	3.75 (1.14)

	Communication - multidisciplinary team
	3.56 (1.07)
	3.91 (1.14)
	3.79 (1.18)

	Overall knowledge
	3.62 (0.90)
	-
	-


Abbreviations: CGA: comprehensive geriatric assessment; MCI: mild cognitive impairment; BPSD: behavioural and psychiatric symptoms of dementia; ED: Emergency Department; SD: standard deviation. Scores ranged from 1 (Very Low) to 5 (very high).


Supplementary Table 5 Perceived knowledge, relevance and interest mean (SD) scores by topics and skills among professionals working outside Türkiye (n = 4249)
	Topics and skills
	Knowledge mean (SD) score
	Relevance mean (SD) score
	Interest mean (SD) score

	Healthy ageing
	3.59 (0.82)
	3.92 (0.92)
	4.03 (0.92)

	Resilience & diversity
	3.34 (0.89)
	3.82 (0.96)
	3.97 (0.93)

	Biology of ageing
	3.17 (0.93)
	3.55 (1.02)
	3.81 (1.00)

	Frailty
	3.35 (1.00)
	3.83 (1.06)
	3.95 (0.98)

	CGA
	3.10 (1.15)
	3.72 (1.13)
	3.87 (1.04)

	Falls & mobility
	3.50 (1.04)
	3.85 (1.12)
	3.88 (1.05)

	Bone health
	3.34 (0.95)
	3.72 (1.10)
	3.84 (1.07)

	Sarcopenia
	3.15 (1.02)
	3.66 (1.13)
	3.82 (1.07)

	Delirium
	3.31 (1.05)
	3.73 (1.16)
	3.88 (1.06)

	Depression
	3.35 (0.93)
	3.84 (1.03)
	3.97 (1.00)

	MCI and dementia:
screening
	3.27 (1.02)
	3.79 (1.13)
	3.93 (1.05)

	Dementia: management of BPSD
	3.20 (1.03)
	3.76 (1.16)
	3.95 (1.06)

	Assessing cognitive status
	3.15 (1.28)
	3.51 (1.28)
	3.63 (1.19)

	Assessing functional capacity
	3.15 (1.29)
	3.55 (1.28)
	3.60 (1.20)

	Assessing capacity to consent
	3.18 (1.03)
	3.78 (1.11)
	3.89 (1.03)

	Advance healthcare directives
	2.96 (1.08)
	3.54 (1.20)
	3.76 (1.11)

	Palliative & End of Life care
	3.06 (1.10)
	3.55 (1.29)
	3.82 (1.15)

	Chronic pain
	3.15 (1.00)
	3.76 (1.14)
	3.95 (1.05)

	Geriatric rehabilitation
	2.95 (1.11)
	3.53 (1.24)
	3.72 (1.14)

	Orthogeriatrics
	2.77 (1.15)
	3.30 (1.30)
	3.53 (1.22)

	Oncogeriatrics
	2.63 (1.03)
	3.26 (1.24)
	3.60 (1.19)

	Gerodontology
	2.37 (1.14)
	2.98 (1.34)
	3.23 (1.34)

	Nutritional assessment & malnutrition
	2.85 (1.10)
	3.45 (1.24)
	3.64 (1.18)

	Dysphagia
	2.86 (1.10)
	3.42 (1.28)
	3.60 (1.21)

	Polypharmacy & deprescribing
	2.90 (1.18)
	3.52 (1.32)
	3.70 (1.24)

	Urinary & faecal incontinence
	2.75 (1.11)
	3.21 (1.33)
	3.37 (1.30)

	Hearing & vision impairments
	2.77 (0.98)
	3.32 (1.21)
	3.44 (1.20)

	Skin care & pressure ulcers
	2.99 (1.14)
	3.37 (1.35)
	3.50 (1.28)

	Ageism
	3.05 (1.08)
	3.42 (1.20)
	3.58 (1.17)

	Abuse of older people
	2.84 (1.07)
	3.35 (1.23)
	3.68 (1.14)

	Assessing older people in ED
	2.66 (1.20)
	2.99 (1.41)
	3.29 (1.34)

	Communication - older people & caregivers
	3.50 (1.02)
	3.89 (1.12)
	3.85 (1.10)

	Communication - multidisciplinary team
	3.58 (1.07)
	3.96 (1.13)
	3.90 (1.10)

	Overall knowledge
	3.67 (0.89)
	-
	-


Abbreviations: CGA: Comprehensive Geriatric Assessment; MCI: mild cognitive impairment; BPSD: behavioural and psychiatric symptoms of dementia; ED: Emergency Department; SD: standard deviation. Scores: 1: Very Low, 2: Low, 3: Fair, 4: High, 5: Very High.


