Appendix


Example questions from the Cooperative Argumentative Dialogue (CAD)

· [bookmark: _Hlk171018861]In A Private Experience and The Story of an Hour, the main characters are female. How are these three women influenced by the societies in which they live? How are they depicted?

· Compare how power is executed and what characterizes the power relations between the main characters in Robert and the Dog and My Son the Fanatic. Use the passages below as a starting point:

“He was aware that he had become slightly afraid of his son, who, between his silences, was developing a sharp tongue.”[…] Yet Parvez considered his son’s eccentricity an injustice. 

“In short, he holds the bachelor’s life in his hands. And that is tremendous power.”

· My Son the Fanatic is, among other things, a story about self-scrutiny and self-reproach. How is this reflected in the story? A Private Experience is also a story where one of the main characters develops a greater understanding of herself and her own life. How is this reflected in the story?

· A leitmotif is a recurring element in a literary text. Death is a leitmotif in three of the stories. Explain how death is a central concern in Robert and the Dog, A Private Experience and The Story of an Hour. Which of the stories do you think shed the most interesting light on death and why?


Example questions from the reading logs

· How would you describe the relationship between Josephine and Brently? Give examples from the text (from The Story of an Hour).

· What was the thing "that was approaching to possess her" (page 12, line 17) (from The Story of an Hour)?

· Describe the plot of the story as you saw it developing (before you had read the ending). Why did you think it would develop so (from Robert and the Dog)?

· What did you think about the ending? What effect do you think the author intended to create with it (from Robert and the Dog)?

· What does Robert mean when he says, "Who born dog (from Robert and the Dog)?”


Example questions from the semi-structured interviews

· How well do you think you were able to identify and analyze the themes in the stories?

· To what extent did you feel immersed in the stories you had to read? Did you find yourself deeply absorbed in the narratives?

· Did you feel a sense of connection or emotional involvement with any of the characters and events in the stories?

· How did the immersion or lack thereof affect your reading experience and comprehension of the texts?

· Did you find the structure of the short stories clear and easy to follow?

· How important is having a structured storyline to your enjoyment and understanding of a text?

Example items from the measures used in the questionnaire

Receptiveness to literature (Nenadić & Oljača, 2019)
· I enjoy creative use of language in texts.
· The way an author uses language can delight me.
· I pay attention to interesting language constructions.

Immersive tendencies (Rózsa, et al., 2022)
· How good are you at blocking out external distractions when you are involved in something?
· How well do you concentrate on enjoyable activities?

Metacognitive awareness of reading strategies (Mokhtari et al., 2018)
· Previewing the text to see what it is about before reading it.
· Adjusting my reading pace or speed based on what I’m reading.
· Critically analyzing and evaluating the information read.

Information processing (Smerecnik et al., 2012)
· I found myself making connections between the information and what I’ve read or heard about elsewhere
· I thought about how the information related to other things I know
· I skimmed through the story

Need for structure (Neuberg & Newsom, 1993)
· I enjoy being spontaneous
· I don’t like situations that are uncertain
· I become uncomfortable when the rules in a situation are not clear

Rubric to assess participants’ literary competence and example criteria per level
	Empathic
	Aesthetic-Stylistic
	Cultural-Discursive
	Interpretative

	A1 – Novice
· Limited or no emotional engagement with the text or characters.
· Demonstrates little or no understanding of the characters' emotions or motivations.
· Fails to connect personal emotions or experiences to the text.

A2 - Elementary
· Displays minimal emotional engagement with the text or characters.
· Shows some understanding of basic emotions portrayed in the text.
· Makes sporadic connections between personal emotions or experiences and the text.

B1 - Intermediate
· Shows moderate emotional engagement with the text and its characters.
· Demonstrates a reasonable understanding of the characters' emotions and motivations.
· Occasionally connects personal emotions or experiences to the text, enhancing comprehension.

B2 - Upper Intermediate
· Exhibits a good level of emotional engagement with the text and characters.
· Understands and identifies complex emotions and motivations within the text.
· Consistently makes connections between personal emotions or experiences and the text, enhancing comprehension and empathy.

C1 - Advanced
· Demonstrates a high level of emotional engagement with the text and its characters.
· Offers insightful analyses of the characters' emotions, motivations, and development.
· Skillfully connects personal emotions or experiences to the text, demonstrating a profound level of empathy.

C2 - Proficient
· Displays an exceptional level of empathic competence when reading literature.
· Shows a deep emotional connection with the text and its characters, often experiencing the emotions portrayed.
· Provides profound insights into the characters' emotions, motivations, and development.
· Makes sophisticated and meaningful connections between personal emotions or experiences and the text, resulting in a profound and insightful reading experience.

	A1 – Novice
· A limited understanding of aesthetic qualities in the text.
· Fails to identify or appreciate stylistic features.
· Demonstrates little to no individual response or appreciation for the text as a literary artefact.

A2 - Elementary
· Displays a basic understanding of some aesthetic qualities in the text.
· Identifies a few straightforward stylistic features.
· Shows a minimal individual response or appreciation for the text's literary aspects.

B1 - Intermediate
· Demonstrates moderate aesthetic competence, recognizing and appreciating some literary qualities.
· Identifies and analyzes some stylistic features, albeit at a basic level.
· Exhibits a reasonable individual response to the text as a literary artefact.

B2 - Upper Intermediate
· Displays a good level of aesthetic competence, appreciating various literary qualities in the text.
· Identifies and analyzes several stylistic features, including more complex ones.
· Shows a well-developed individual response, reflecting an understanding of the text's literary value.

C1 - Advanced
· Exhibits a high level of aesthetic competence, recognizing and deeply appreciating the subtleties and nuances of the text's literary qualities.
· Identifies and critically analyzes a wide range of stylistic features, demonstrating a sophisticated understanding.
· Demonstrates a profound individual response, showcasing a deep appreciation for the text as a literary masterpiece.

C2 - Proficient
· Displays an exceptional level of aesthetic competence, with a profound appreciation for the text's literary qualities.
· Identifies, analyzes, and interprets stylistic features with exceptional depth and insight.
· Offers an insightful and highly nuanced individual response, reflecting an exceptional understanding of the text's literary significance and artistry.

	A1 - Novice
· Limited ability to identify cultural markers or discourses in the text.
· Struggles to recognize the cultural context of the literary work.
· Lacks an understanding of the text's potential to provide insights into other lives, cultures, or eras.

A2 - Elementary
· Displays a basic understanding of some cultural markers or discourses in the text.
· Identifies a few straightforward cultural elements or discursive patterns.
· Shows a rudimentary awareness of the text's potential to offer insights into other cultures or historical periods.

B1 - Intermediate
· Demonstrates moderate cultural and discursive competence, recognizing and explaining some cultural markers and discourses.
· Identifies and analyzes several cultural elements or discursive patterns within the text.
· Exhibits a reasonable understanding of the text's ability to offer insights into other cultures, societies, or historical contexts.

B2 - Upper Intermediate
· Displays a good level of cultural and discursive competence, recognizing and explaining various cultural markers and discourses in the text.
· Identifies and critically analyzes a wide range of cultural elements and discursive patterns.
· Shows a well-developed understanding of the text's capacity to provide insights into diverse cultures, societies, or historical eras.

C1 - Advanced
· Exhibits a high level of cultural and discursive competence, recognizing and interpreting the subtleties and complexities of cultural markers and discourses in the text.
· Identifies, analyzes, and interprets cultural elements and discursive patterns with sophistication and depth.
· Demonstrates a profound understanding of the text's potential to offer profound insights into diverse cultures, societies, or historical periods.

C2 - Proficient
· Displays an exceptional level of cultural and discursive competence, with a profound understanding of cultural markers and discourses in the text.
· Identifies, analyzes, and interprets cultural elements and discursive patterns with exceptional depth, insight, and nuance.
· Offers a highly insightful and nuanced understanding of how the text provides profound insights into diverse cultures, societies, or historical eras.

	A1 – Novice
· Struggles to interpret the text and attribute meaning.
· Shows minimal understanding of the literary elements and themes.
· Frequently misinterprets the text or provides inaccurate analysis.

A2 - Elementary
· Demonstrates basic interpretative skills but with limited depth.
· Identifies some literary elements and themes but often simplistically or incompletely.
· Provides basic interpretations that lack nuance and depth.

B1 - Intermediate
· Exhibits moderate interpretative competence, with a reasonable understanding of literary elements and themes.
· Identifies and analyzes some literary elements and themes effectively.
· Offers interpretations that reflect a basic understanding of the text’s meaning but may lack complexity.

B2 - Upper Intermediate
· Displays a good level of interpretative competence.
· Identifies and analyzes various literary elements and themes proficiently.
· Provides interpretations that show depth and insight, although some aspects may still require further elaboration.

C1 - Advanced
· Demonstrates a high level of interpretative competence.
· Identifies and critically analyzes a wide range of literary elements and themes with sophistication.
· Offers interpretations that are insightful, nuanced, and supported by evidence from the text.

C2 - Proficient
· Exhibits exceptional interpretative competence.
· Identifies, analyzes, and interprets literary elements and themes with exceptional depth, insight, and nuance.
· Provides profound and well-supported interpretations that reflect a profound understanding of the text's meaning, often uncovering layers of complexity.



