Appendix 1.

Search syntax

	Database searched
	via
	Years of coverage
	Records
	Records after duplicates removed

	Embase 
	Embase.com
	1971 - Present
	481
	467

	Medline ALL 
	Ovid 
	1946 - Present
	408
	77

	Web of Science Core Collection* 
	Web of Knowledge 
	1975 - Present
	338
	111

	Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials
	Wiley 
	1992 - Present
	90
	26

	Total
	1317
	681



*Science Citation Index Expanded (1975-present) ; Social Sciences Citation Index (1975-present) ; Arts & Humanities Citation Index (1975-present) ; Conference Proceedings Citation Index- Science (1990-present) ; Conference Proceedings Citation Index- Social Science & Humanities (1990-present) ; Emerging Sources Citation Index (2015-present) 

Embase.com	481
(brace/exp OR orthosis/exp OR 'orthopedic equipment'/de OR orthotics/de OR (brace* OR orthosis OR orthoses OR ortheses OR orthesis OR bracing OR  corset* OR (orthopedic-device*) OR orthotic*):ab,ti,kw) AND (scoliosis/exp OR (scolios* OR ais):ab,ti,kw) AND ('boston brace'/de OR 'Milwaukee brace'/de OR  (Milwaukee OR Boston OR Wilmington OR Charleston OR Providence OR Cheneau OR Rigo OR Spinecor OR Sibilla OR Sforzesco OR Art-brace* OR SPORT-brace* OR Lyon OR PASB OR (progressive-action) OR Gensingen OR Osaka OR Dynamic-derotation* OR Lapadula OR Long-lever OR Spinealite OR Triac OR Lycra-orthos*):ab,ti,kw,de) NOT ((adult/exp) NOT (juvenile/exp OR pediatrics/exp OR 'adolescent idiopathic scoliosis'/de)) NOT ([animals]/lim NOT [humans]/lim) NOT ('case report'/de OR (case-report*):ti) NOT [conference abstract]/lim AND [english]/lim
Medline ALL Ovid 	408
(Braces/ OR Orthotic Devices/ OR Orthopedic Equipment/ OR (brace* OR orthosis OR orthoses OR ortheses OR orthesis OR bracing OR  corset* OR (orthopedic-device*) OR orthotic*).ab,ti,kw.) AND (Scoliosis/ OR (scolios* OR ais).ab,ti,kw.) AND ((Milwaukee OR Boston OR Wilmington OR Charleston OR Providence OR Cheneau OR Rigo OR Spinecor OR Sibilla OR Sforzesco OR Art-brace* OR SPORT-brace* OR Lyon OR PASB OR (progressive-action) OR Gensingen OR Osaka OR Dynamic-derotation* OR Lapadula OR Long-lever OR Spinealite OR Triac OR Lycra-orthos*).ab,ti,kw.) NOT ((exp adult/) NOT (exp infant/ OR exp child/ OR pediatrics/)) NOT (exp animals/ NOT humans/) NOT (Case Reports/ OR (case-report*).ti.) AND english.la.
Web of Science Core Collection  	338
TS=(((brace* OR orthosis OR orthoses OR ortheses OR orthesis OR bracing OR  corset* OR (orthopedic-device*) OR orthotic*)) AND ((scolios* OR ais)) AND ((Milwaukee OR Boston OR Wilmington OR Charleston OR Providence OR Cheneau OR Rigo OR Spinecor OR Sibilla OR Sforzesco OR Art-brace* OR SPORT-brace* OR Lyon OR PASB OR (progressive-action) OR Gensingen OR Osaka OR Dynamic-derotation* OR Lapadula OR Long-lever OR Spinealite OR Triac OR Lycra-orthos*)) NOT ((adult*) NOT (child* OR infan* OR pediatric* OR paediatric* OR adolescen*))) NOT TI=((case-report*)) AND DT=(article) AND LA=(english)
Cochrane CENTRAL register of Trials 	90
((brace* OR orthosis OR orthoses OR ortheses OR orthesis OR bracing OR  corset* OR (orthopedic NEXT device*) OR orthotic*):ab,ti) AND ((scolios* OR ais):ab,ti) AND ((Milwaukee OR Boston OR Wilmington OR Charleston OR Providence OR Cheneau OR Rigo OR Spinecor OR Sibilla OR Sforzesco OR Art NEXT brace* OR SPORT NEXT brace* OR Lyon OR PASB OR (progressive NEXT action) OR Gensingen OR Osaka OR Dynamic NEXT derotation* OR Lapadula OR Long NEXT lever OR Spinealite OR Triac OR Lycra NEXT orthos*):ab,ti) NOT ((adult*) NOT (child* OR infan* OR pediatric* OR paediatric* OR adolescen*)) 






