Quality Control/Quality Assurance
The following Quality Assurance & Quality Control (QA/QC) protocol were implemented:
· Data collectors underwent rigorous training on survey methodology and field-testing protocols before data collection started to minimize collector bias.
· Laboratory technician received specific technical training on E. coli testing procedures to ensure standard laboratory protocols were strictly followed.
· Field testing tools were verified every morning using known-value solutions to confirm baseline accuracy before any data collection began. When the daily verification readings fell outside acceptable limits, the equipment underwent immediate recalibration before field deployment.
· Every Monday, all field equipment underwent a full calibration using standard solutions, regardless of daily verification outcomes, to prevent long-term drift.
· Every Wednesday, data collectors gathered field blanks using well-branded bottled water at their first surveyed institution to monitor sample collection and transport safety.
· Every Friday, duplicate samples were collected at the first institution to check equipment consistency and ensure repeatable results.
· At the end of each day, technicians ran laboratory blanks to verify that aseptic conditions were maintained throughout the testing

