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Editor-in-chief
Discover Sustainability
Subject: Resubmission of Revised Manuscript for Consideration (Submission ID: 3aca6acf-bf9d-4cff-83dd-c229f5fde5d7)
 Dear Prof. Dr Walter Leal Filho,
We are pleased to resubmit our revised manuscript entitled “Development and Performance Evaluation of Resource Efficient Expanded Perlite Composites for Sustainable Building Applications” for reconsideration as a research article in Discover Sustainability within the Collection “Circular and Low-Carbon Ceramic Materials: Sustainable Processing, Industrial Byproducts, and Smart Urban Solutions.” 
We have carefully revised the manuscript in response to the reviewers’ constructive comments and suggestions. The Editor’s comments have also been fully addressed and incorporated into the revised manuscript. The manuscript has been comprehensively improved to strengthen the framing of the research contribution, experimental design and reproducibility, description and justification of the post-demoulding conditioning regimes, interpretation of the water-absorption and mechanical results, and discussion of the coupled effects of expanded-perlite particle size, matrix formulation, and conditioning. The statistical analysis and strength–density performance assessment have also been strengthened, together with clearer reporting of the study limitations and the distinction between material-level findings and potential component-level applications. The sustainability discussion has been revised to provide a more precise connection with resource efficiency and SDG 9.4, SDG 12.2, and the broader objectives of SDG 11 without extending the conclusions beyond the measured experimental evidence. Relevant figures, tables, references, methods, results, discussion, and conclusions have also been systematically reviewed and updated to improve clarity, consistency, technical accuracy, and scientific rigor. A detailed point-by-point response to all reviewer comments has been provided, clearly identifying the revisions made in the manuscript. We sincerely appreciate the Editor and reviewers for their valuable comments, which have substantially improved the quality and presentation of our work. 
Thank you for reconsidering our revised manuscript. We look forward to the opportunity to contribute to Discover Sustainability and would be pleased to provide any additional information or clarification required during the review process.
Sincerely yours,



Dr. Azzam Abu Rayash
Assistant Professor
Division of Sustainable Development
College of Science and Engineering
aaburayash@hbku.edu.qa 
www.hbku.edu.qa 
 Tel: +974 6676 0905
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