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Sample size
The sample size was determined using the standard comparative study formula [1]. Where n=Required sample size in each group, =Standard normal variate for the level of significance (1.96), =Standard normal variate for power, for 80%=0.84, =Proportion of underweight among normal children=0.22 [2], [3], = (1- ) = 0.78, =Proportion of underweight among autistic children=0.11 [2], = (1- ) = 0.89, P== 0.05, Q= (1-P) = 0.95.
 =  = 89
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