Supplementary Table 2- Compilation of the criteria for microbiological quality classification, by parameter and food group.
	Microbiological parameter/ microbiological quality
	Group 1
	Group 2
	Group 3

	
	1A
	1B
	1C
	2A
	2B
	2C
	2D
	3A

	
	Lim
cfu/g
	Lim
cfu/g
	Lim
cfu/g
	Lim
cfu/g
	Lim
cfu/g
	Lim
cfu/g
	Lim
cfu/g
	Lim
cfu/g

	Meso Aero Bac* 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat
	<103
	<104
	<105
	<104
	<105
	<106
	<106
	<106

	Quest
	≤104
	≤105
	≤106
	≤105
	≤106
	≤108
	≤107
	≤108

	Unsat
	>104
	>105
	>106
	>105
	>106
	>108
	>107
	>108

	Enterobacteriaceae
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat
	<102
	<102
	<104
	<103
	<104
	<104
	<104
	<104

	Quest
	≤103
	≤103
	≤105
	≤104
	≤105
	≤105
	≤105
	≤105

	Unsat
	>103
	>103
	>105
	>104
	>105
	>105
	>105
	>105

	Escherichia coli
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat
	<10
	<10
	<10
	<10
	<10
	<10
	<10
	<10

	Quest
	NA
	NA
	NA
	≤102
	≤102
	≤102
	≤102
	≤102

	Unsat
	≥10
	≥10
	≥10
	>102
	>102
	>102
	>102
	>102

	Moulds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat
	<5x102
	<5x102
	<5x102
	<5x102
	<5x102
	<5x102
	<5x102
	<5x102

	Quest
	≤103
	≤103
	≤103
	≤103
	≤103
	≤103
	≤103
	≤103

	Unsat
	>103
	>103
	>103
	>103
	>103
	>103
	>103
	>103

	Yeasts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat
	<103
	<103
	<104
	<103
	<104
	<105
	<104
	<105

	Quest
	≤104
	≤104
	≤105
	≤104
	≤105
	≤106
	≤105
	≤106

	Unsat
	>104
	>104
	>105
	>104
	>105
	>106
	>105
	>106

	C. perfringens
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat
	<102
	<102
	<102
	<102
	<102
	<102
	<102
	<102

	Unsat
	≤104
	≤104
	≤104
	≤104
	≤104
	≤104
	≤104
	≤104

	 Pot Dang 
	>104
	>104
	>104
	>104
	>104
	>104
	>104
	>104

	Bacillus cereus
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat
	<103
	<103
	<103
	<103
	<103
	<103
	<103
	<103

	Unsat
	≤105
	≤105
	≤105
	≤105
	≤105
	≤105
	≤105
	≤105

	 Pot Dang 
	>105
	>105
	>105
	>105
	>105
	>105
	>105
	>105

	CP staphylococci
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat 
	<10
	<10
	<10
	<10
	<10
	<10
	<10
	<10

	Quest
	<102
	<102
	<102
	<102
	<102
	<102
	<102
	<102

	Unsat
	≤104
	≤104
	≤104
	≤104
	≤104
	≤104
	≤104
	≤104

	 Pot Dang 
	>104
	>104
	>104
	>104
	>104
	>104
	>104
	>104

	L. monocytogenes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat
	ND
	ND
	ND
	ND
	ND
	ND
	ND
	ND

	Unsat
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D

	 Pot Dang 
	>102
	>102
	>102
	>102
	>102
	>102
	>102
	>102

	Salmonella spp.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat
	ND
	ND
	ND
	ND
	ND
	ND
	ND
	ND

	Unsat
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA

	 Pot Dang 
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D


Lim, Limit; cfu/g, colony forming unit per gram; Meso Aero Bac, Mesophilic aerobic bacteria; CP staphylococci, Coagulase positive staphylococci; Sat, Satisfactory; Quest, Questionable; Unsat, Unsatisfactory; Pot Dang, Unsatisfactory/ potentially dangerous; NA, Not applicable; ND, Not detected; D, detected in 25g. 
*When samples contained specific flora that interfere with this assay, the considered limits were different. In this case, samples were considered satisfactory when Mesophilic aerobic bacteria count <106, or 106-≤ 108 and the reason Mesophilic aerobic bacteria count/ Lactic acid bacteria count ≤100. Samples were considered unsatisfactory when Mesophilic aerobic bacteria count>108 or 106-≤ 108 and the reason Mesophilic aerobic bacteria count / Lactic acid bacteria count >100
[bookmark: _GoBack]Satisfactory - the analytical result is within the expected values, i.e. less than the Maximum Reference Value (MRV);Questionable - the analytical result is higher than or equal to the MRV and less than or equal to the Maximum Admissible Value (MAV); Unsatisfactory and unsatisfactory/potentially dangerous - the analytical result is higher than the MAV or at levels indicating a potential health hazard.
