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Supplementary Figure: A participant flowchart of the research process.
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ACAS patients and volunteers
(June 2015 and December 2016)

Patients admitted to the hospital

Healthy individuals who

underwent health checkups

Inclusion criteria :
> adults (18-80 years old);
» first finding of greater than

50% ipsilateral

> no history of ischemic stroke,

TIA, or amaurosis.

Excluded criteria :

> diabetes, acute or chronic
inflammation, and
‘malignancies;

> taking statins.

ACSA patients included
(n=88)

Controls included
(n=280)

Blood samples (10 mL)

Analyze serum levels of

HOTAIR

Follow-up for 5 years
(n = 88, but 4 patients
'were lost follow up)

Inclusion criteria :

> age and gender -matched to
the patients

> carotid artery stenosis less

than 20%;

clinical indicators were

normal;

10 history of cardiovascular

or cerebrovascular diseases,

infections, tumors, or carotid

artery surgery.
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