Supplemental Table 1
An overview of the international and systemic context of each included study
	Country (ability grouping during primary-secondary school transition)
	N
	Studies
	Study type
	Age
	Characteristics
	Transition type, terminology used in paper

	United Kingdom
(yes)
	10
	Bagnal et al., 2021

	Qualitative
	10-12
	Children with Special Educational Needs (SEN, specifically with Social, Emotional and Mental Health difficulties (SEMH)
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Gough Kenyon et al., 2022 

	Case control
	10-11
	Developmental language disorder (n = 30); low language ability (n = 29), and typically developing (n = 42)
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Jelen et al., 2023

	Case control
	5-13
	Typical language (n = 392) and Language Disorder (n = 137)
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Gillison et al., 2008

	Cross-sectional
	11-12
	Typically developing
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Moore et al., 2020

	Cross-sectional
	11-13
	Typically developing
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Ng-Knight et al., 2019

	Cross-sectional
	11-12
	Typically developing
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	West et al., 2010

	Cross-sectional
	11-13
	Typically developing
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Yadav et al., 2010
	Cross-sectional
	10-11
	Children at risk of social exclusion
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Lyons & Woods, 2012 
	Cross-sectional
	11-13
	Children selected through the Pyramid three-step identification model and deemed to be shy, under-confident, or, withdrawn and at risk of becoming socially isolated at secondary school.
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Slee & Allan, 2019
	Cross-sectional
	10-12
	Ethnic minorities and lower SES groups
	Primary-secondary school

	United States (no)
	7
	Benner et al., 2020
	Cross-sectional
	11-14
	Typically developing
	Middle-high school

	
	
	Borman et al., 2019
	Cross-sectional
	11-13
	Typically developing
	Elementary-middle school

	
	
	Galla et al., 2020
	Cross-sectional
	13-15
	Typically developing
	Middle-high school

	
	
	Hirsch & Rapkin, 1987
	Cross-sectional
	11-13
	Typically developing
	Elementary - junior high school

	
	
	Stein & Hedger, 1997
	Cross-sectional
	13-14
	Typically developing
	Junior high - high school

	
	
	Weinstein et al., 2006
	Cross-sectional
	13-16
	Typically developing
	Middle-high school

	
	
	Wentzel et al., 2019
	Cross-sectional
	13-16
	Typically developing
	Middle-high school

	Australia
(no)
	6
	Lester & Cross, 2015
	Cross-sectional
	11-14
	Typically developing
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Lester & Cross, 2014
	Cross-sectional
	11-14
	Typically developing
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Lester et al., 2013
	Cross-sectional
	12-14
	Typically developing
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Longaretti, 2020
	Qualitative
	10-12
	Typically developing
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Vaz, Falkmer, Parsons et al., 2014
	Case control
	11-14
	Typically developing children (n = 197) and children with a disability (n = 69). The predominant disabilities included asthma (18.8%), auditory disability (15.9%), Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder/ Attention Deficit Disorders (14.5%), learning disability (11.6%), Autism Spectrum Disorders (10.1%), and cerebral palsy (8.7%).
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Whelan et al., 2023
	Cross-sectional
	11-14
	Children with ASD
	Primary-secondary school

	Finland
(no)
	6
	Duineveld et al., 2017
	Cross-sectional
	12-13
	Typically developing
	Middle-high school

	
	
	Eskelä-Haapanen et al., 2020
	Cross-sectional
	12-13
	Typically developing
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Kiuru et al., 2020
	Cross-sectional
	11-13
	Typically developing
	Primary - lower secondary school

	
	
	Tunkkari et al., 2024
	Cross-sectional
	12
	Typically developing
	Elementary school -lower secondary school - upper secondary school

	
	
	Tuominen et al., 2020
	Cross-sectional
	12-13
	Typically developing
	Elementary - lower secondary school

	
	
	Virtanen et al., 2019
	Cross-sectional
	12-14
	Typically developing
	Primary - lower secondary school

	Italy
(no)
	3
	Longobardi et al., 2016
	Cross-sectional
	13-15
	Typically developing
	Middle-high school

	
	
	Muscarà et al., 2018
	Cross-sectional
	12-14
	Typically developing
	Middle-high school

	
	
	Tommasi et al., 2022
	Cross-sectional
	10-12
	Typically developing
	Primary-secondary school

	Canada
(no)
	2
	Seifert & Schulz, 2007
	Cross-sectional
	10-13
	Typically developing
	Elementary - junior high school

	
	
	Wasif & McAuley, 2024)
	Cross-sectional
	13-15
	Typically developing
	Elementary - high school

	Germany
(yes)
	2
	Schmidt et al., 2020
	Cross-sectional
	9-11
	Typically developing only gymnasium
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Wu & Becker, 2023
	Cross-sectional
	12-13
	Typically developing
	Primary-secondary school

	The Netherlands
(yes)
	2
	Wolters et al., 2012
	Cross-sectional
	12-14
	Hearing children (n = 39) and deaf children (n = 59)
	Elementary - junior high school

	
	
	Zandstra et al., 2015
	Cross-sectional
	10-13
	Typically developing
	Elementary-middle school

	Russia
(no)
	2
	Fomina et al., 2020 
	Cross-sectional
	10-12
	Typically developing
	Primary-middle school

	
	
	Morosanova et al., 2021
	Cross-sectional
	10-13
	Typically developing
	Primary-secondary school

	Scotland
(yes)
	2
	Holt et al., 2022
	Qualitative
	In Scottish education system typically 11-12
	Teachers who aid student transition
	Primary-secondary school

	
	
	Jindal-Snape et al., 2023
	Cross-sectional
	12-15
	Typically developing
	Primary-secondary school

	Chile (no), US (no), Algeria (no) and South Korea (yes)
	1
	Oriol et al., 2017
	Cross-sectional
	11-12
	Typically developing
	Primary-secondary school

	Israel
(yes)
	1
	Shoshani & Slone, 2013
	Cross-sectional
	12-14
	Typically developing
	Elementary-middle school

	Spain
(no)
	1
	Roca et al., 2024
	Qualitative
	Students in first year of primary education, teachers working with these students? Transition in the Spanish education system around age 12
	Students with migrant or refugee background (n = 5), teachers (n = 10)
	Primary-secondary school

	Sweden
(no)
	1
	Holmström et al. 2014
	Cross-sectional
	10-13
	Typically developing
	Elementary - middle/secondary school





