Supplementary Appendix 1: Literature Search Strategy
Overview of Search Strategy A systematic literature search was conducted in October 2024 across three major electronic databases: PubMed, Scopus, and Web of Science. To capture literature specifically focusing on the hurdles of Lean implementation, five primary sets of search phrases were utilized.
The search was restricted to open-access articles published in English between 2015 and 2023. Below are the exact search strings and combinations adapted for each database's search interface.
1. PubMed
Search conducted within Title/Abstract and MeSH fields:
("Lean healthcare"[tiab] OR "Total Quality Management"[Mesh] OR "Quality Improvement"[Mesh]) AND (barriers[tiab] OR challenges[tiab] OR difficulties[tiab] OR obstacles[tiab] OR issues[tiab])
2. Scopus
Search conducted within Article Title, Abstract, and Keywords (TITLE-ABS-KEY):
TITLE-ABS-KEY ("Lean healthcare" AND barriers) OR
TITLE-ABS-KEY ("Lean healthcare" AND challenges) OR
TITLE-ABS-KEY ("Lean healthcare" AND difficulties) OR
TITLE-ABS-KEY ("Lean healthcare" AND obstacles) OR
TITLE-ABS-KEY ("Lean healthcare" AND issues)
3. Web of Science (Core Collection)
Search conducted within Topic fields (Title, Abstract, Author Keywords, and Keywords Plus):
TS=("Lean healthcare" AND barriers) OR
TS=("Lean healthcare" AND challenges) OR
TS=("Lean healthcare" AND difficulties) OR
TS=("Lean healthcare" AND obstacles) OR
TS=("Lean healthcare" AND issues)
(Note: The search strings above were executed individually and aggregated, yielding an initial total of 313 articles before the removal of duplicates and screening for inclusion/exclusion criteria.)




