Supplementary Information: Survey Questions
Canadian Urban Forest Census

This Supplementary Information document provides the English-language survey questions examined in this study. The full English and French survey questions used for the 2025 Canadian Urban Forest Census can be found in the Methods paper, cited in the article.

Tree Inventory Questions

	Question
	Answer Options
	Notes

	Does your municipality have a tree inventory or is in the process of conducting a tree inventory? An inventory is any type of record of public trees in your municipality.
	· Yes, we have an existing tree inventory
· Yes, we are in the process of conducting a tree inventory  
· No

	Displayed to all survey respondents

	Which type of inventory collection, assessment, and analysis methods have been used to describe your municipal tree population? (check all that apply)
	· One side of tree (e.g., windshield survey, driveby survey)
· Sample survey (e.g., a proportion of total population)
· Total survey (e.g., 100% population, census)
· Elm or ash inventory
· Virtual survey (e.g., Google Street View, Cyclomedia)
· Remote sensing (e.g., LiDAR, satellite imagery)
· Canopy cover analysis
· i-Tree Eco analysis 
· Environmental, social or economic vulnerability indices
· Other (please specify): (open text box)
	Displayed to respondents who have an existing tree inventory or are in the process of conducing a tree inventory. 

We removed “i-Tree Eco analysis” and “Environmental, social or economic vulnerability indices as they are analysis methods, not collection methods. Canopy cover analysis was merged with remote sensing because they use the same methodology.

Municipalities answering the survey reported having a “total survey,” but did not collect information on private trees. “Total survey” was therefore reclassified as “partial survey” in the study and Figure 4 to align with the definitions used in the International Society of Arboriculture’s Best Management Practices for Tree Inventories. 

	What areas does the tree inventory include? (check all that apply)

	· Street trees
· Park trees
· Riparian areas
· Municipal greenbelts
· Natural areas (e.g., woodlots, unmaintained forests)
· K-12 schools
· Private trees: all trees
· Private trees: ash or elm
· Private trees: sample of trees
· Provincial and federal government properties
· Other (please specify):  (open text box)
	Displayed to respondents who have an existing tree inventory or are in the process of conducing a tree inventory. 

	What is the state of your tree inventory?

	· Up-to-date (reflects current tree population)
· In development (in process of conducting the inventory)
· Outdated (inventory no longer reflects current tree population)
· Incomplete with no plans to continue (missing tree population information)
	Displayed to respondents who have an existing tree inventory or are in the process of conducing a tree inventory.

	What year was your first inventory completed?

	Open text box
	Displayed to respondents who have an existing tree inventory.

	What year do you estimate your inventory will be completed?

	Open text box
	Displayed to respondents who are in the process of conducing a tree inventory.

	When was the inventory last updated?

	Open text box
	Displayed to respondents who have an existing tree inventory.

	Who helped or is helping to develop your tree inventory? (check all that apply)

	· Municipal staff
· Intern
· Volunteer
· Consultant
· Non-profit or NGO organization
· University and/or college
· Indigenous communities (First Nations, Metis, or Inuit)
· Province or Territory government staff
· Local government (e.g., city council)
· Other (please specify): (open text box)
	Displayed to respondents who have an existing tree inventory or are in the process of conducing a tree inventory.

Only one "Other" answer was received that was distinct from those included in the available answers. The Other response is presented in Figure 7 as "Regional Government Staff" based on the single response.

	Is your inventory computerized/digitized?
	· Yes
· No
	Displayed to respondents who have an existing tree inventory or are in the process of conducing a tree inventory.

	How often do you update your inventory database?

	· Never update
· Periodically reinventory all trees to collect current data
· Periodically reinventory a portion annually or over several years
· Updated daily or weekly as work performed
· Update less often than weekly after work is performed
· Updated only for plantings/removals
· Other (please specify): (open text box)
	Displayed to respondents who have an existing tree inventory or are in the process of conducing a tree inventory.

“Never update” is written as “No routine maintenance of inventory” in Figure 3.

	Which way is your tree inventory linked to spatial locations? (check all that apply)

	· City parcel data
· GPS/GIS
· Street address
· City's other infrastructure data layers
· Regional or province-wide inventory map
· Other (please specify): (open text box)
	Displayed to respondents who have an existing tree inventory or are in the process of conducing a tree inventory.

	What collection and recording tools are used to collect your tree inventory data?

(check all that apply)

	· GPS/GIS receiver
· Handheld device (smartphone, iPad, tablet computer)
· Laptop computer
· Pen and paper
· Other (please specify): (open text box)
	Displayed to respondents who have an existing tree inventory or are in the process of conducing a tree inventory. 

	Which of the following information is recorded with the tree inventory? (check all that apply)

	· Tree diameter at breast height (DBH)
· Height of DBH measurement
· Tree location
· Tree condition
· Tree species: common name (e.g., American elm)
· Tree species: scientific name (e.g., Ulmus americana)
· Tree species: species code (e.g., ULAM)
· Insect/disease problems
· Tree planting locations
· Tree maintenance
· Site conditions
· Potential debris volume
· Tree risk assessment
· Work orders (e.g., removal, pruning, insect treatments)
· Stumps
· Other (please specify): (open text box)
	Displayed to respondents who have an existing tree inventory or are in the process of conducing a tree inventory. 

	Is your tree inventory used to direct any of the following urban forest management activities? (check all that apply)

	· Identifying tree planting locations
· Policy and ordinance development
· Removal of trees exceeding acceptable risk rating
· Scheduling tree pruning
· Selection of tree species for planting
· Tree pruning for height clearance (street/sidewalk)
· Assess canopy cover change between time periods
· Create/update an urban forest management plan
· Developing soil recommendations
· Calculating and communicating tree benefits
· Tree equity assessment
· Other (please specify): (open text box)
	Displayed to respondents who have an existing tree inventory or are in the process of conducing a tree inventory. 




Budget and Staffing Questions
	Variable
	Question
	Answer Options

	Presence of Budget
	Is budget specifically allocated for tree care activities or management, including planting, maintenance, removal, and staff training?
	· Yes
· No

	Budget Amount

If Presence of Budget = ‘Yes’
	What is the total annual budget allocated for tree care activities or management? Include all tree activity expenses, personnel, overhead, equipment, supplies, and contract payments.
	Open text box

	Staffing Level
	How many full-time equivalent positions (2080 hour base year) are involved in the urban forestry, arboriculture, and/or tree care and management program?
	Open text box
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