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TCC Survey Guide 
Thank you for taking the time to complete this short survey! This survey is apart of an undergraduate Honours Thesis project at the University of Victoria on prehospital healthcare employee’s views on the impacts of climate change and extreme weather. Your responses are confidential. All data will be deleted after the project is finished. If you have any questions or concerns about this project, feel free to reach out to Shannon Sherk at ssherk@uvic.ca!  
Initial Survey Guide: 
1. What roles have you held within British Columbia Emergency Health Service (BCEHS)? 
a. Emergency Medical 
Responder 
b. Primary Care Paramedic 
c. Advanced Care Paramedic 
d. Critical Care Paramedic 
e. Community Paramedic 
f. Emergency Medical Call 
Taker 
g. Emergency Medical 
Dispatcher 
h. Researcher 
i. Administration, Management, and Coordination 
j. Other 
2. What BCEHS region do you do most of your work? 
a. Fraser 
b. Interior 
c. Island 
d. Northern 
e. Vancouver Coastal 
f. Remote 
 
3. How many years have you worked with BCEHS? [Number] 
 
4. What is the highest level of education you have completed outside of EMS specific training (i.e. 
EMR/PCP/ACP/CCP) 
a. Elementary/Middle School 
b. High School 
c. Trade School 
d. Diploma/certificate 
e. Bachelors 
f. Masters 
g. Doctorate 
5. Which statement most closely aligns with your beliefs about climate change? 
a. Climate change is not real 
b. Climate change is a natural cycle 
c. Climate change is primarily 
caused by human activities 
d. Prefer not to answer 
6. On a scale of 1 (Strongly disagree) to 7 (Strongly agree), to what extent do you agree that environmental hazards are currently impacting the health and wellbeing of the general public? 
 
7. On a scale of 1 (Strongly disagree) to 7 (Strongly agree), to what extent do you agree that environmental hazards will impact the health and wellbeing of the general public in the next five years? 
 
8. On a scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 7 (strongly agree) how much do environmental hazards currently impact your role within BCEHS? 
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9. On a scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 7 (strongly agree) how much do you believe environmental hazards will impact your role within BCEHS in the next five years? 
 
10. On a scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 7 (strongly agree) to what extent do you believe healthcare employees should be consulted for climate adaptation planning Climate Adaptation is defined as the process of changing systems to adjust to the effects of climate change 
 
11. Have you seen an increase in the number of climate-related extreme weather events during your time with BCEHS? 
a. No 
b. Yes 
c. Prefer not to answer/Don’t 
know 
 
12. How active do you believe your BCEHS union (CUPE 873) should be in climate advocacy? 
a. Less than they are now 
b. The same as they are now 
c. More than they are now 
d. Prefer not to answer 
 
13. In the last year, have you attended an event related to environmental or climate activism  
Ex. Workshop, protest, march, fundraiser, lecture, or continuing education 
a. No 
b. Yes 
c. Prefer not to answer 
 
14. Which of the following hazards do you believe poses the most significant threat to public health (select all that apply) 
a. Wildfire (fires) 
b. Wildfire (smoke) 
c. Flooding 
d. Landslides 
e. Earthquakes 
f. Droughts 
g. Extreme heat 
h. Extreme cold 
i. Severe storms 
j. Environmental diseases 
k. Reduction in water quality 
l. Other 
m. None of the above 
15. On a scale of 1 (most conservative) to10 (most progressive), what is your political orientation? 
 
16. What is your gender? 
a. Man 
b. Woman 
c. Non-binary 
d. Prefer not to answer 
 
17. Do you have any comments related to climate change and EMS? 
 
18. For a chance to win one of three $50 Marks Work Warehouse gift cards, please leave your email! Your email will not be connected to your survey results 
 
19. I am interviewing pre-hospital workers on their experiences with climate adaptation, disaster management, and environmental health. Are you open to be interviewed? Leave you email! All interviewees will be compensated for their time 
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TCC Interview Guide 
Question X:  So tell me a little about yourself (how old are you, where do you work, how long have you been with BCEHS, what is your role) 
Question 1: Within your role at BCEHS, how have you seen disasters and extreme weather events impact the populations you work with? 
Prompt: For example, are there any stories or examples you can thing of from event such as the annual wildfires, the 2021 heat done, the 2021 or 2024 atmospheric rivers. 
Question 2: Have you seen these hazards impact some groups more than others?  
Prompt: Are you seeing a rise in certain calls? 
 Follow-up: Do you find you have different expectations being called for environment related health emergencies based on the area the call is coming from? I.E. wealthy/older vs unhoused communities vs urban cores? 
Question 3: How have you seen environmental hazards impacting your job, the paramedics, and the work that you do? 
Prompt: For example, how did BCEHS handle the heat dome, atmospheric rivers, and wildfires? 
Follow-up: A large component of scene surveys is ensuring that the scene is safe for both you and your partner. How have environmental hazards impacted that? 
Question 3: What did environmental hazard or natural disaster training look like during your education outside of standard MCI or triage units? What about with BCEHS? 
Prompt:  Have you been involved in any disaster or environmental hazard training *or* response outside of BCEHS? 
Follow-up: Would you be interested in any further training in this area? 
Question 4: Do you have any climate policies you would like to see implemented to combat the public health impacts of climate change? 
Prompt: I.E. funding for sustainable housing, improved transit systems, sustainable food production, Indigenous environmental management 

Follow-up: Do you have any institutional policies you would like to see implemented within BCEHS to combat the public health impacts of climate change? 
Question 5: Is there anything else that I have not covered that you would like to mention regarding climate adaptation or mitigation of disaster response 

