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Supplementary figure legends:

Supplementary Figure S1:  Induction of Th-IL-17 cells by activation of naïve CD4+ T cells with plate bound anti-CD3 plus anti-CD28 in the presence of TGF- and IL-6. Naïve (CD4+ CD62Lhi) T cells (2x106 cells) were sorted and stimulated with plate bound anti-CD3 (5g/ml) and anti-CD-28 (10g/ml) and the indicated cytokines. IL-17 production in the culture supernatant was measured by bead array (Upstate) after 48 h of activation.

Supplementary Figure S2: IL-6 deficient mice are resistant to the development of EAE and fail to generate Th-IL-17 cells. a, IL-6 deficient mice and wild type C57Bl/6 mice were immunized with MOG35-55 peptide in CFA and followed for the development of EAE. b, Mononuclear cells were isolated from the CNS of IL-6 deficient and wild type mice at day 22 or 42 after immunization and tested for the production of IL-17 and IFN- production by intracellular cytokine staining. 

