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Fig. S1 HMGB1-positive nuclei (%) in male ESCC samples (n=111), unpaired Mann-Whitney U test. R, recurrence; NR, non-recurrence.
Fig. S2 HMGB1 expression in female ESCC samples (n=9). (A) Representative image of immunohistochemistry of HMGB1 protein. (B) Immunoreactivity score (IRS) of HMGB1 protein, unpaired Mann-Whitney U test. R, recurrence; NR, non-recurrence.
[bookmark: _Hlk528942068]Fig. S3 Knockdown efficiency of different HMGB1 siRNAs. Real-time PCR was performed to detect expression of HMGB1 mRNA in siHMGB1-transfected cells.
Fig. S4 Quantification for autophagosomes and autophagosomes by laser confocal fluorescence microscopy analysis. ESCC cells stably expressing mRFP-GFP-LC3 protein were transfected with siHMGB1 and/or treated with starvation (EBSS for 4 hours). 
Fig. S5 Cell viability of TE-1 cells and Eca-109 cells co-cultured with EBSS. n.s, not significant. 
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