


	Characteristics
	n
	High expression
 (%)
	Low expression
 (%)
	P

	Gender
	
	
	
	

	Male
	28
	10 (35.7)
	18 (64.3)
	0.125

	Female
	72
	38 (52.8)
	34 (47.2)
	

	Age (years)
	
	
	
	

	<55
	64
	29 (45.3)
	35 (54.7)
	0.473

	≥55
	36
	19 (52.8)
	17 (47.2)
	

	Extrathyroidal extension
	
	
	
	

	Yes
	22
	8 (36.4)
	14 (63.6)
	0.216

	No
	78
	40 (51.3)
	38 (48.7)
	

	TNM staging
	
	
	
	

	I–II
	74
	36 (48.6)
	38 (51.4)
	0.826

	III–IV
	26
	12 (46.1)
	14 (53.9)
	

	Lymph node metastasis
	
	
	
	

	Yes
	86
	37 (43.1)
	49 (56.9)
	0.013*

	No
	14
	11 (78.6)
	3 (21.4)
	

	Multifocality
	
	
	
	

	Yes
	19
	10 (52.6)
	9 (47.4)
	0.653

	No
	81
	38 (46.9)
	43 (53.1)
	

	Tumor size (cm)
	
	
	
	

	<2
	66
	37 (56.1)
	39 (43.9)
	0.024*

	≥2
	34
	11 (32.4)
	23 (67.6)
	

	Hashimoto thyroiditis
	
	
	
	

	Yes
	15
	10 (66.7)
	5 (33.3)
	0.116

	No
	85
	38 (44.7)
	47 (55.3)
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