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Supplementary Figure 1. Empathy-inducing articles toward liberals and conservatives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Supplementary Figure 2. Manipulation of the belief about empathy as a 

limited/unlimited resource 

Definition of empathy (presented in both conditions – limited and unlimited empathy) 

 

 

Limited empathy condition 

 

  

Unlimited empathy condition 

 

 

 

  



Supplementary Figure 3. Manipulation of the belief about empathy as a 

limited/unlimited resource or control 

Control condition (definition of empathy)  

 “Empathy is defined as the ability to 

understand and share the feelings of others. 

For example, empathizing with someone in 

distress involves understanding the situation 

from his/her perspective and feeling his/her 

negative emotions” 

 

 

Unlimited empathy condition (definition of empathy + unlimited empathy text) 

 “Apparently the idiom ‘everyone has a 

place in my heart’ is scientifically correct: 

Studies have found that empathy is an 

unlimited resource so it can be felt toward a 

large number of people” 

 

Limited empathy condition (definition of empathy + limited empathy text) 

 “Apparently the idiom ‘everyone has a 

place in my heart’ is scientifically incorrect: 

Studies have found that empathy is a limited 

resource so it cannot be felt toward a large 

number of people” 

 

 

  



Supplementary Figure 4. Empathy-inducing articles toward Jews and Arabs. Type of 

issue (financial and health problems) and Group identity (Jews and Arabs) were counter-

balanced. 

 

  

SURVIVE THE DAY. LUCKY PARENTS SUPPORT 

Muhammad and Nur, a young couple, have no other 

choice but to sleep with their two-year-old child in a two-

room apartment with Nur's parents in Jerusalem. About a 

year ago, Muhammad resigned from his job after a dispute 

with his manager, and since then the family's financial 

situation has deteriorated. Following the resignation, the 

family was unable to meet the rent payments and was 

forced to leave the apartment. 

Since then, Muhammad has been trying to find casual jobs 

to support the family. Most of the money is used to buy 

food and pay for the kindergarten. The rest of the expenses 

are covered by the parents' pension payments. For the past 

year they have been living in the apartment of Nur's 

HEAR THOSE WHO CANNOT 

After the birth of their first daughter, the doctors 

informed her parents, Dani and Ronit, a young couple 

from Jerusalem, that she was suffering from a problem 

in her left ear. The daughter was born with a hearing 

loss in one ear that requires medical supervision to make 

sure it does not become worse. However, chances are 

that at some point in her life she will need to use a 

hearing aid. 

The parents started looking for possible treatments and 

found that in Belgium there is a hospital that specializes 

in surgeries that can fix this hearing impairment. 

However, this is a complex and expensive operation that 

cannot be financed through their Health maintenance 
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elderly parents who support them financially. The tiny 

apartment is not planned for accommodating five people. 

Nur shares: "We live in difficult conditions, and the 

situation is not simple, but at least we get support from the 

parents." 

organization, and therefore the cost of the operation will 

have to fall on the family’s shoulders. The mother, 

Ronit: "Although this is not a life-threatening condition, 

what we want most is that our girl would be like all our 

children". 

 


