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Reporting on sex and gender

Population characteristics

Recruitment

Ethics oversight
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Ecological, evolutionary & environmental sciences study design
All studies must disclose on these points even when the disclosure is negative.

Study description

Research sample

Sampling strategy

Data collection

Timing and spatial scale

Data exclusions

Reproducibility

Randomization

Blinding

Did the study involve field work? Yes No

Field work, collection and transport

Field conditions

No research on humans was done.

No research on humans was done.

No research on humans was done.

No ethics approval was needed.

Species-level data was collected (literature, herbariums, museums, fresh plants) on all native Mauritian fleshy-fruited plants (fruit and
seed sizes and color), all fruit-eating animal species occurring on Mauritius (native, extinct and introduced birds, mammals and
reptiles) (jaw width and body mass). Plant-animal interaction data was collected from literature.

Fruit and seed sizes, fruit colour and number of seeds of all native Mauritian fleshy-fruited plant species. Body mass, gape size and
native fruits known from the diet of all fruit-eating animal species occurring on Mauritius (native, extinct and introduced birds,
mammals and reptiles). Data and sources can be found in Supplementary Data 1, 2 and 3.

Species-level information was used. When multiple specimens were available, average measurements of all available specimens were
used.

Data was collected from literature and measurements in the field and herbaria and museum collections (CB, FBVF, JHH, JPH).
Interaction data between plants and animals was found with google scholar searches for the animal name and "fruit" or "berry". For
native fleshy-fruited plants, fruit color was determined as basic color terms during field observations and from literature descriptions
(CB, FBVF, JHH). Measurements of maximum fruit and seed dimensions were taken from fresh fruits or re-hydrated fruits in herbaria
(CB, FBVF, JHH) with calipers. Animal body mass data was obtained from literature or obtained according to the calculations based on
other morphometrics used by Heinen et al. 2018, Ecography. Animal skins and skeletons (JHH, JPH) were used to obtain gape size
data as distance between commisural points, with calipers.

Data used in this study was collected over the past four centuries in the Indian Ocean region because this is the time humans have
been present on the island and species have been introduced and have gone extinct. Data are from all areas of the island Mauritius
and the surrounding islets.

No data was excluded.

No experiments were performed.

No experiments were performed.

No experiments were performed.

Data collected over the past four centuries in Mauritius during various field conditions.




