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Study description

Research sample

Sampling strategy

Data collection

Timing and spatial scale

Data exclusions

Reproducibility

Randomization

Blinding

Did the study involve field work? Yes No

Field work, collection and transport

Field conditions

Input data underlying statistical analyses are available at [https://doi.org/10.5521/forestplots.net/2024_2]. 

The R code used in this study is available as a data package in ForestPlots.net [https://doi.org/10.5521/forestplots.net/2024_2].
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We sampled 17 1-hectare inventory plots located between 610 and 3,388 m asl in 3 different mountains, at three points in time
between 2010 and 2022.

17 forest plots of 1 hectare each, these were the only permanent plots available in the mountains studied.

These were the only permanent plots available in the mountains studied. Previous work on thermophilization of Andean forests used
a similar sample size

In all plots and census, tree diameter of all stems 10cm diameter was measured at 1.3 m along the stem from the ground (or above
buttresses if present) and each stem was identified to species. In the last census, tree height (measured using a handheld laser Nikon
Forestry Pro) was also recorded for about 60 stems per plot comprising several individuals from each diameter class. Fieldwork in
Uganda was led by co-author A.N. in all censuses, in Tanzania by E.H.M. and in Rwanda by E.U.

All plots studied were sampled three times between 2010 and 2022.The timing of these 3 census varies between mountains as it was
dependent on funding of different projects, and availability of different field teams.

No data was excluded from the analysis

These are observational measurements of dynamic natural forests (not plantations or experiments). As trees continue to grow, die
and recruit, our measurements are time-specific but as our methods are standard, the methods could be applied to other mountain
forests.

In the first census, plots were established along elevation gradients within a mountain, also based on accessibility for field teams
given complex terrain found in these mountain areas. We sampled all permanent old-growth forest plots available in the mountains
studied.

Not applicable, we sampled all permanent forest plots available in the mountains studied.

See supplementary Table 1.




