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Research involving human participants, their data, or biological material
Policy information about studies with human participants or human data. See also policy information about sex, gender (identity/presentation),
and sexual orientation and race, ethnicity and racism.

Reporting on sex and gender

Reporting on race, ethnicity, or
other socially relevant groupings

Population characteristics

Recruitment

Ethics oversight

Note that full information on the approval of the study protocol must also be provided in the manuscript.

Field-specific reporting
Please select the one below that is the best fit for your research. If you are not sure, read the appropriate sections before making your selection.

Life sciences Behavioural & social sciences Ecological, evolutionary & environmental sciences

For a reference copy of the document with all sections, see nature.com/documents/nr-reporting-summary-flat.pdf

Behavioural & social sciences study design
All studies must disclose on these points even when the disclosure is negative.

Study description

Research sample

Sampling strategy

Data collection

Timing

Data exclusions

Non-participation

Randomization

Reporting for specific materials, systems and methods
We require information from authors about some types of materials, experimental systems and methods used in many studies. Here, indicate whether each material,
system or method listed is relevant to your study. If you are not sure if a list item applies to your research, read the appropriate section before selecting a response.

Gender of participants was indicated by participants' self-identification. Findings apply to gender only.

The study focused on perceptions of people without referring to their race or ethnicity. Participants' race and ethnicity were
not involved in the study either.

See above

Participant recruitment differed across countries, see https://osf.io/m4dxv Because we relied on convenience sampling,
participants were not representative of the populations in their respective cultural regions, and the self-selection bias could
be present.

This study has been reviewed and received ethics clearance through the University of Waterloo Research Ethics Committee
(ORE #42159), and by the corresponding ethics body in each of the ten other countries involved in the study, see https://
osf.io/m4dxv

Quantitative cross-sectional cross-cultural study

Convenience samples across 16 sites in 11 countries via the Qualtrics online platform or via paper-and-pencil (in Slovakia and
Morocco; see Table 1). Samples from Canada, Ecuador, Peru, and the US consisted of university students, the other samples came
from a broader population.

Convenience sampling

Data was collected between 2019 and 2021 from convenience samples across 16 sites in 11 countries via the Qualtrics online
platform or via paper-and-pencil (in Slovakia and Morocco; see Table 1). Samples from Canada, Ecuador, Peru, and the US consisted
of university students, the other samples came from a broader population.

between 2019 and 2021

No data was excluded

Such information was not collected

Conditions were randomized. Participants were randomly assigned to only one reference target from the list of ten (between-subject
element), to which they compared all other targets (within-subject element; presented in a pseudo-random order).




