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Data availability. The Adaptive Exploration data generated in this study are provided in the Supplementary Information/Source Data file.

Code availability. The data and R scripts associated with this manuscript are available on GitHub: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13907943

The study did not involve humans

The study did not involve humans

The study did not involve humans

The study did not involve humans

The study did not involve humans

We investigated exploration under uncertainty in chimpanzees by harnessing and adapting the human decisions-from-experience
paradigm. Chimpanzees (N = 15) were simultaneously confronted with an uncertain (outcome variance) and a safe option (no
outcome variance) and tested in both stable and changing environments. The data are quantitative.

We tested 15 semi-free-ranging chimpanzees from Sweetwaters Chimpanzee Sanctuary in Kenya (eight females; age: M = 22.83
years, range = 13–33 years; for individual characteristics, see SourceData_S01_adaptive_exploration_chimpanzees).

Chimpanzees who passed the familiarization phase participated in the test trials. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 5% of the planned
trials could not be run (see SourceData_S01_adaptive_exploration_chimpanzees for details on missing trials).

To assess how chimpanzees explore their environment, we coded whether and which trays were opened and which option was
chosen. All trials were recorded with one camera and coded live as well as later from video. A research assistant who was unaware of
the study design and hypotheses independently coded 20% of all trials. Interrater agreement was excellent for exploration (Cohen’s k
= 0.98) and choice (Cohen’s k = 0.99).

All data for the experiment were collected at Sweetwaters Chimpanzee Sanctuary between January and March 2020.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 5% of the planned trials could not be run (see SourceData_S01_adaptive_exploration_chimpanzees
for details on missing trials). We excluded the data of one chimpanzee, Niyonkuru, as he was tested in only one condition.

We excluded the data of one chimpanzee, Niyonkuru, as he was tested in only one condition.

The order of conditions was counterbalanced across chimpanzees




