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Supplementary Figure 2. Mean climatic suitability of grid cells for plant growth forms in
phytoclimatic zones. The zone numbers are the same as in Fig. 2 of the main text. The
values used to produce the figure are taken from Supplementary Table 1. TE=evergreen
trees, TDdry=drought-deciduous trees, TDcold=cold-deciduous trees, TN=needleleaf trees,
ShE=evergreen shrubs, ShDdry=drought-deciduous shrubs, ShDcold=cold-deciduous shrubs,
Geo=geophytes, Thero=therophytes, GC3=C3 grasses, GC4=C4 grasses, Suc=succulents,
Clim=climbers.
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Supplementary Figure 3. Mean annual temperature and annual precipitation in the
phytoclimatic zones. The figure uses a sample of 2.5% of the cells of each phytoclimatic
zone. Zone 12 includes grid cells in the high arctic tundra and extreme dry and hot deserts,
both of which have extremely low climatic suitability for all growth forms. Therefore, these
cells are in the same phytoclimatic zone.
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Supplementary Figure 4. Regions with significant phytoclimatic change when different
threshold values for assessing significance are applied. The threshold values are (A) the
distance between the centroids of the two most similar phytoclimatic zones in Euclidean
growth form suitability space, (B) the 2.5th percentile, (C) the 5th percentile, (D) the 7.5th

percentile, and (E) the 25th percentile of the pairwise inter-centroid distances between the
phytolcimatic zones.
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Supplementary Figure 5. Regions with significant phytoclimatic novelty when different
threshold values for assessing significance are applied. The threshold values are (A) the
distance between the centroids of the two most similar phytoclimatic zones in Euclidean
growth form suitability space, (B) the 2.5th percentile, (C) the 5th percentile, (D) the 7.5th

percentile, and (E) the 25th percentile of the pairwise inter-centroid distances between the
phytolcimatic zones.
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Supplementary Figure 6. Regions with significant disappearance of phytoclimate when
different threshold values for assessing significance are applied. The threshold values are
(A) the distance between the centroids of the two most similar phytoclimatic zones in
Euclidean growth form suitability space, (B) the 2.5th percentile, (C) the 5th percentile, (D)
the 7.5th percentile, and (E) the 25th percentile of the pairwise inter-centroid distances
between the phytolcimatic zones.
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(B) RCP 8.5
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Supplementary Figure 7. Projected phytoclimatic zone transitions of grid cells by 2070
under (A) RCP 2.6 and (B) RCP 8.5. Zone numbers are the same as in Fig. 2 of the main
text. The median growth form suitabilities of each grid cell in 2070 across projections from
five Global Circulation were used to asses the future zone membership of each cell.
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Supplementary Figure 8. Robustness of growth form suitability values to the number of
species used to calculate growth form suitability. Each dot shows a Pearson correlation
coefficient between the growth form suitability calculated from the full set of species of a
growth form and the suitability calculated from one of five random subsets of species of that
growth form. The size of the subsets is shown on the x-axis. Horizontal jitter was added to
the dots to reduce overlap. The correlations with the full-set suitabilities already
approximate 1 when smaller subsets are used, indicating that adding further species would
not change the suitability estimates any further.
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Supplementary Figure 9. Environmental zones used to stratify the sampling of presence
and pseudo-absence points for species distribution modelling. The zones were obtained
from a classification of grid cells based on the input variables of the TTR-SDM, i.e. monthly
values of mean, maximum and minimum temperature, soil water content and solar radiation.
The TTR-SDM also uses atmospheric CO2 concentration, but CO2 was assumed to be
equally distributed globally and was thus not used in this classification of grid cells.
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Supplementary Figure 10. Graphical representation of the parameters of TTR-SDM. The
panels show the model’s representation of how carbon and nitrogen uptake rates as well as
growth and respiration rates are influenced by environmental variables. The x-axis
coordinates of the 18 black dots are the parameters of the model. They vary among species
and we estimate them from species distribution data. In addition, a Farquhar photosynthesis
model is used to simulate how solar radiation, temperature and atmospheric CO2

concentrations influence the monthly carbon uptake rates (ref24 of main text). The Farquhar
model used the same photosynthesis parameters for all C3 and C4 plants, respectively, and is
therefore not shown. In this application of the TTR-SDM we assumed that soil nitrogen is
spatially invariant, which means that nitrogen uptake rates are influenced by temperature
and soil moisture only. This is appropriate when the goal is to estimate the climatic niche
only. Note that carbon uptake is also influenced by shoot nitrogen (second panel), which is
used as a proxy for leaf nitrogen, and that shoot nitrogen is not estimated from species
distribution data, but modelled as a function of the plant’s nitrogen pools as described in
ref32 of main text. Also note that the numbering of the parameters differs from ref32 due to
differences in how carbon uptake is modelled.
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Supplementary Figure 12. Modelled climatic suitability of ambient grid cells for plant
growth forms derived from range models with a minimum of seven versus 20 occurrence
records.
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