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Arising from Strassburg et al., 2020: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2784-9 

We compare converted land estimates based on ESA-CCI land cover data1 according to Strassburg et 

al.2 and converted land based on FAO data as allocated spatially in HYDE 3.2 (“FAO/HYDE”3)(Figure 1 

and SI Figure 1): Following Strassburg et al., for the ESA-CCI land cover data we count all cropland 

classes including the mosaics (classes 10, 11, 12, 20, 30 and 40) to converted land. For the FAO/HYDE 

approach we also count all cropland to converted land. For both the ESA-CCI approach and the FAO-

HYDE approach, respectively grassland (class 130) and grazing land are only considered to be 

converted land if they are located in a non-grassland ecosystem (e.g. forests) according to the 

‘Terrestrial Ecoregions of the World‘4 database and if the cattle density according the ‘Gridded 

Livestock of the World v2.0‘5 is equal or higher than one head per km2. 

 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2784-9


 

SI Figure 1: FAO/HYDE and ESA-CCI-based converted land on the grid level (percentage per grid cell) 

following assumptions from Strassburg et al. 
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