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Supplementary table. Diagnostic Criteria of extra-pulmonary TB including pleural TB, peritoneal TB, and TB meningitis. 

Category Criteria 

Tuberculous pleuritis  

Culture-confirmed Acid-fast stain or culture positive for MTB of the pleural effusion, OR typical histological changes of the 

pleura (caseousnecrosis, epithelioid granuloma, etc.) AND suggestive clinical and radiologic findings of 

tuberculous pleuritis. 

Highly probable Clinical manifestations, laboratory results and radiologic features highly suggestive of tuberculous pleuritis 

AND appropriate response to anti-TB therapy. 

Clinically indeterminate A final diagnosis was none of the above but tuberculous pleuritis couldn’t be excluded. 

Tuberculous peritonitis  

Culture-confirmed Acid-fast stain or culture positive for MTB of the ascites, OR typical histological changes of the peritoneal 

(caseousnecrosis, epithelioid granuloma, etc.) AND suggestive clinical and radiologic findings of 

tuberculous peritonitis. 
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Highly probable Clinical manifestations, laboratory results and radiologic features highly suggestive of tuberculous 

peritonitis AND appropriate response to anti-TB therapy. 

Clinically indeterminate A final diagnosis was none of the above but tuberculous peritonitis couldn’t be excluded. 

Tuberculous meningitis  

Culture-confirmed Acid-fast stain or culture positive for MTB of the cerebrospinal fluid OR typical histological changes of the 

meninges (caseousnecrosis, epithelioid granuloma, etc.) AND suggestive clinical and radiologic findings of 

tuberculous meningitis. 

Highly probable Clinical manifestations, laboratory results and radiologic features highly suggestive of tuberculous 

meningitis AND appropriate response to anti-TB therapy. 

Clinically indeterminate A final diagnosis was none of the above but tuberculous meningitis couldn’t be excluded. 
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