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Supplementary Table S1
Description of attribute criteria used to examine the photographic quality (PQ) of common dolphin images in the Hauraki Gulf, New Zealand. Images were assessed according to focus, exposure, orientation, and visible percentage (adapted from [1-2]). When assessing quality criteria each attribute was considered independently to avoid bias/contradictions between categories being assessed.

	Attribute
	     Description
	Score

	Focus
	· Poor: considerable blur - general outline and/or details are not visible
· Reasonable: some blur - general outline visible and small nicks may not be entirely visible
· Excellent: no blur - sharp outline and all details are visible 
	9

4

1


	Photographic exposure
	· Poor: Under- or over-exposed, only some details are seen
· Reasonable: A little light or dark but all details are clearly seen
· Excellent: No over or under exposure and all details and outline are visible
	9

3
1

	Orientation (angle between camera axis and fin plane)
	· Poor: ≤45° to Perpendicular 
· Reasonable: >45° 
· Excellent: 90°
	9
2
1

	Percentage visible
	· Poor/reasonable: The leading and trailing edges of the dorsal fin are partially obscured
· Excellent: The leading and trailing edges of the dorsal fin are fully visible
	8

1








Supplementary Table S2
[bookmark: _Toc428202131][bookmark: _Toc428202386]Photographic quality (PQ) categories used to examine adult common dolphin images in the Hauraki Gulf, New Zealand. Images were classified as: a) poor; b) fair; c) good, or; d) excellent quality.
	PQ category
	Score
	Example

	Poor
	≥11
	[image: C:\Users\Krankmor\Desktop\HG_100408_015_SD.TIF]

	Fair
	10
	[image: C:\Users\Krankmor\Desktop\2 -  Pigmentation\Data\Results\Can pigmentation be used as a primary feature\Newest Pigmentation Photos Feb 2015\100208_0017 kh\HG_120425_189_E2_HT_N12.JPG]

	Good
	7–9
	[image: H:\HG Catalogue Storage\Best Images\Minor Notch\LE & TE\C0098_HG_100617_033_E3_SD_N2.JPG]

	Excellent
	4–6
	[image: H:\HG Catalogue Storage\Best Images\Major Notch\LE & TE\C0368_HG_130306_147_E1_TB_N9.JPG]
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