Highlights
· The order of levels of toxic metals in breast milk samples was Cr > Ni > Pb > As > Cd > Hg.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK113][bookmark: OLE_LINK114]Levels of Cr and Pb in the breastmilk of all participants were well above WHO tolerable daily intake.
· There was no a strong evidence the association between heavy metal levels in breast-milk and drinking water.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK117][bookmark: OLE_LINK118]As and Cr-related point assessment of THQ was higher than the allowable limit for both neonatal groups 
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